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Fur tli* Free Christian Commonwealth. 

“An Ecclesiastical Assemblage Vibitf.d by 
a Provost Marshal. — We are informed that the 
mein be i% of the St. Louis Presbytery, now in 
session in the Old School r res by teri.ju Church, 
corner of Walnut and Sixteenth streets, of 
which Rev. James II. Brooks is pastor, were 
waited upon yesterday by the District Provost 
Marshal, for the purpose of having their atten- 
tion called to Order No. 62, series of 1SC4, issu- 
ed by Gen. Rosecraus. The order requires ev- 
ery member of an ecclesiastical body, before 
taking part in debate, and in the business per- 
taining to such a body, to take the oath of al- 
legiance. It appears that a majority of the 
members of the Presbytery had before taken 
the oath, but that the Provost Marshal had 



siting cause of it embodied its principles 
in the new Constitution of this State. — 
If that Constitution becomes our organ- 
ic law, the State will then determine by 
a political test oath, who is “ competent 
as a bishop, priest, deacon, minister, 
elder or other clergyman of any reli- 
gious persuasion, sect or denomination 
to teach or preach, or solemnize mar- 
riage.” The question will then come 



the 



mauds of the order were explained, and 
oath was taken by all the members/* 

Lest the above should find its way 
into the religious press uncontradieted, 
I send you the following: 

The Presbytery of St. Louis adjourn- 
ed on Wednesday, to meet the next morn- 
ing, to take up the .busine ss ok Jljne 
struc t jU W rch. Thut^.i i j djjbri.'jtig, the 
r> — MatWiflT ’Presbytery 

and sent the following oath to the .’Mod- 
erator : “ We the undersigned, members 
of the Presbytery of St. Louis, do swear, 
&c. [the Itosecraus rniliiary oathj. There 
was some confusion, and a motion to 
adjourn. Members were tired of this 
annoyance. The Provost Marshal ask- 
ed permission to address the body, lie 
said he came in person in preference to 
sending a subordinate, from respect to 
Presbytery. The record of the roll of 
Presbytery convened some three mouths 
siuce, was lost or misplaced. The order 
under whieh he acted was stringent, 
and left him no discretion. lie was 
liiuired to ascertain from tho records of 
his office, whether any of the members 
had failed to take the oath, and there 
was nothing filed, so when he received 
the communication whieh the stated 
clerk had been directed to make with 
the roll of the present Presbytery, 
he came himself. The paper he pre- 
sented met tho exigencies of the case. 
If all the members subscribed it, be 
would see that it was properly filed, 
that there might’be no repetition of this 
annoyance, or any further embarrasmeut 
to Presbytery. 

Itev. A. Vanderlippe, of the First Ger- 
man Church, St. Louis, said, that he had 
supposed that the acquiescence of Pres- 
bytery at its last meeting, and the*late 
modification of the order, had settled 
this matter for all time, but he now saw 
*hai there would be annoyance at every 
meeting. Ministers might subscribe 
this oath, but as the elders were almost 
always changed, this question must be 
continually coming up. He therefore 
moved that Presbytery adjourn sine die, 
after the appointment of a committee to 
confer with the authorities, and not to 
meet again until called together after a 
satisfactory arrangement. 

The Provost Marshal left the meeting 
without administering the oath to any 
one, and the Moderator, Rev. Mr. Nich- 
ols, explained that Presbytery as a body, 
had nothing to do with this matter. It 
concerned members only as individuals. 
Each could do as he pleased. Each could 
assume his individual responsibility. He 
now saw, however, that the matter was 
more objectionable than he supposed at 
first. The paper read members of Pres- 
bytery. He hoped the regular course 
of business would be resumed. Rev. 
A. Vanderlippe withdrew his motion. 

This is the substance of what trans- 
pired at Presbytery. There have been 
no arrests, and as far as is known, no 
one withdrew on account of any order 
to refrain from taking part in the sub- 
sequent proceedings. 

If the disgraceful exclusion of quali- 
fied members from participation in the 
proceedings ^f the Synod of Missouri 
has satisfied any that there was, after 
all, something' objeettoMble in order 
No, 62, the above ought also to show 
them that thg. late modification will 
not remove res^ p£t from ecclesiastical 
courts, and restoro^'.em to their primi- 
tive freedom. 

The late Attorney General of the 
United States, who is also a Presbyte- 
rian elder, in a recent letter to the peo- 
ple of Missouri, says that “ Martial law 
is not the governing rule over this State. 
It does not exist here, and whatever 
may have been done under that pretense, 
and contrary to the laws of tho> land, 
is a personal wrong and a punishable 
usurpation.” If that assertion be true, 
and we advise every one to read his en- 
tire letter, what becomes of that pro- 
position, announced so pompously in 
Synod, that obedience to law is obedi- 
ence to God. And what becomes also 
of all those other inferences and con- 
clusions, based upon its legal existence, 
which cringing cowards and crawling 
sycophants have not only given utter- 
ance to, hut attempted to make the jus- 
tifiable basis of their actions. 

The end of the Rebellion draws so 



up ou its real merits, and we shall 'see 

neglected to keep a list of the names of such J if the apologists for the temporary 
members. Upon the present occasion the de^ 1 . . . 

manacling of the ministry, are the au- 

vocates for the permanent abridgement 
of the privileges, liberties and authori- 
ty of the Church. Elder. 



The 



For tli** Fhe Christian Commonwealth. * 

latest Somersault of a Reverend 
Actor.— Gone to his own Place. 

Among other notable proceedings of 
tne late Kentucky Annual Conference 
at Newport we observe the following 
item, which recalls to us, as it will to 
others, some curious reminiscences of a 
theatrico -ministerial celebrity, whose 
moral would seem to be that the stage 
is not the best course of preparation for 
usefulness in the ministry. 

Applications for membership were taken up. 
A certificate of the regular standing of Dr. C. 
li. Pinsons up to Decembej29th, 1664, together 
with his withdrawal of same date, from the M. 
E. Church South, attested by Rev. Thomas 
Bottomly, presiding elder of the Louisville dis- 
trict, and other indorsements of him, were 
read. In answer to queries of the chair, Dr. 
Parsons spoke with great distinctness re- 
specting the polity and present status of 
the >1. E. Church, that he loved and fully 
subscribed to. It was resolved, unanimously, 
after a full canvass of the Doctor’s character 
and standing, to readmit him, as coming from 
the Quarterly Conference of Centenary Station, 
New Albany, Ind., into this Annual Confer- 
ence. A few words were said by Dr. Parsons, 
in response to this cordial welcome home to the 
mother church, under considerable emotion. 

As to how it became necessary for a 
distinguished Doctor of Divinity to go 
down and around, through the New Al- 
bany Centenary Station Quarterly.Con- 
feience, on his way from the “Church 
South,” to tho “ Church North,” we are 
not skilled enough in ecclesiastical eti- 
quette to explain. We pass directly on 
therefore, to our reminiscence. 

Many years ago the Methodist Church 
in a sort of raffle with the theatre, like 
the boy of the common proverb, “ won 
the elephant and not unlike the boy, 
after the first transport of joy at her 
good luck wa3 over, found herself a 
good deal puzzled to know what to do 
with her ponderous prize) For skillful 
as Methodism has ever shown herself 
in the use of the philosopher’s stone, 
transmuting every variety of mental, 
moral and spiritual substance that falls 
into her hands into beaten gold of the 
sanctuary, the present proved to be a 
rather refractory substance. The chief 
distinction of the new convert on the 
stage had been won in doing the roar- 
ing part of “ roaring Ralph Stackpole.” 
Now, very true, the “ roaring ” accom- 
plishment, even without posture and 
gesticulation to match, was not without 
its value in the good old times of pion- 
eer Methodism. But it needed to be 
associated with deep and earnest spiri- 
tuality of heart; zeal for holding up 
Christ, rather than self, for the sin- 
ner’s admiration ; and that intuitive, 
common sense perception of the spiritu- 
al meaning of God’s word, which ena- 
bles even an ignorant man oft-times to 
break tho bread of life skillfully, giving 
saint and sinner his portion in due sea- 
son. Obviously, the training of the 
stage, and the appetite there acquired 
for the applause of the urban critics of 
the pit, illy fitted the new acquisition 
for that humble sort of work ; while his 
ignorance of literature, sacred or pro- 
fane, and want of the mental capacity 
needful to remedy such defect, rendered 
ilr impossible for him to sustain himself 
anywhere after the curiosity to see the 
odd prize the Church had won, and the 
nevely of the roaring had subsided a 
little. 

Hence, therefore, a perpetual jar must 
occur, between his own estimate of 
the consideration due his greatness, 
backed by the judgmeut of the popu- 
lace, which conceives of gospel preach- 
ing, as chiefly the roaring of the stage 
sanctified a little, and the estimate of 
his {hinisterial brethren backed by the 
judgment of sober- minded intelligent 
Christians. The latter estimate seemed 
to regard the elephantine physique and 
marvellous roaring power as about all 
that nature had done for him, and the 
chief thing that grace had done, was 
the working in him tho change of taste 
evinced by his desire to transfer from the 
stage to the pulpit his roaring, with all 
the accompaniments of posture, gesture 
and tragic emotion, as a means of arrest- 
ing and converting sinners. But the 
former estimate on the contrary, regard- 
ed the elephantine physique and roaring 
power as but an inadequate type of 



the intellectual man, about as Tom 
nigb, and military rule is so soon to Thumb might be conceived of as typify - 
give place to civil authority, that wc Daniel Lambert in the sense of be- 
might be justified in dismissing order \ i n g°f *be came genus homo. 

No. 62 from further consideration. In- j This jarring incongruity between the 
deed, we should not again have called machine and the work to be done, and 
attention to its operation upon Presby- the no less jarring estimate of the pow- 
tery, had not those who were the origin- ! ers of the machine, prodnoed the inevi- 



table result of disappointment, restless- 
ness and dissatisfaction. It seemed im- 
possible to suit the machine to the work; 
for however well it started off, creating 
the highest anticipations of success, it 
soon lost its efficiency. Hence, new and 
exceptional arrangements had continu- 
ally to be made; experimental trials, 
with little satisfactory results ; concess- 
ions of the Lion's share of the honors 
and distinctions to meet the exactions 
of the large estimate of himself by the 
reverend actor and the pit ; straining 
of the rules — and all with a good deal 
of straining of the consciences also, by 
his brethren of the Conference, in tlieir 
patient and praiseworthy efforts to make 
all things work smoothly. All this, 
however, could gnly postpone the trou- 
ble rather than cure it. In spite of all 
their efforts the theatrical star resolved 
on seeking a new engagement at a more 
fashionable, up-town house, carrying 
with him the select portion of the pat- 
ronage, and satisfy his desires for repu- 
tation with less in quantity but higher 
in quality. No longer roaring as the 
Lion for the groundlings of Methodist 
down-townism, he will “ roar you gently 
as a sucking dove,” in Episcopal gown 
and bands as a successor of Jeremy 
Taylor, Leighton, Hobart and White. 
But alas ! just conceive of Stackpole on 
the stage, with neither pit nor galleries, 
roaring at the undemonstrative tenants 
of the boxes ! After a brief trial, in 
the yearning hunger of his spirit for its 
quantum, of food, however coarse, and 
with apparently the most profound peni- 
tence — in the graphic language of the 
oonference reporter — he went “ home 
to the mother Church under considerable 
emotion." 

But the troubles of conscious great- 
ness in such a world as this, are inera- 
dicable by any mere change of place. 

“ So when a raging fever burns, 

We shift from side to Bide by turns, 

And ’tia a poor relief wo gain 

To change the place and keep the pain." 

Shortly after this return to the old 
bos rds, the war broke out. In the ef- 
fort to fire the national heart, and the 
honest desire of the people of Kentucky 
to secure “ the constitution as it is, and 
the union as it wus,” roaring was for a 
little while at a premium, even among 
1 the more intelligent 'circles, .and stars, 
j spangies, stripes, spread-eagles waved 
rhetorically, and even with the tolera- 
tion of many sensible men in the exu- 
berance of their patriotism from the 
pulpit itself. So long as this state of things 
lasted, the returned Methodist prodigal 
enjoyed a temporary millennial glory and 
bliss. But when it turned out that the 
firing of the national heart was done 
with coals taken from the moloch altars 
of Abolitionism — that the movement, 
under guise of maintenance of the union, 
was a crusade against slavery, in order 
to the success of which re-union must 
be first rendered impossible, save by 
extermination of the Southern Church 
and State, and under the domination of 
Christ rejecting and Bible rejecting 
Yankeeism, then stars and spangles and 
stripes and spread : eagles and roaring, 
suddenly fell to a discount in the Metho- 
dist, as in other^hurehes. Thus the 
reverend actor, J^ust as he had well 
learned the new part, or rather the old 
part, with variations, found “ Othello's 
occupation gone.” 

Nothing could be more natural, there- 
fore, than the resolve to seek a fourth 
new engagement, even' though it be 
at the “ Bowery.”’ Nothing more na- 
tural than that it should be consumma- 
ted, as this Conference record shows, to 
the mutual satisfaction of managers ani 
actor. Nor do we see why the latter 
may not have a longer and more noto- 
rious career now before him than ever. 
“ He has found his affinity,” as the free 
lovers would say — a pit, gallery and box- 
es that roaring and “ waving” will suit. 
The public stomach that could, with- 
out loathing, receive the coarse ribald 
blasphemies of Brownlow, and admire 
his worse than Fallstaffian bravery of 
hypocrisy and cowardice, is not likely 
to perceive any want of spiritual unc- 
tion in the roarings of Dr. Parsons. 
Any want of moral principle beyond 
the first principle of taking care of num- 
ber one; any want of the first elements 
of scientific learning, or any want of the 
logical principle to make any use of 
the knowledge if he had it. In our 
judgment he has just made tthe shrewd- 
est move of all his ministry, and we are 
tempted to think we may have ali along 
underrated his sharpness. At the same 
time, we congratulate our excellent so- 
ber-minded brethren of the old Confer- 
ence, and venture to hint to them to be 
more cautious hereafter how they let 
Methodism raffle with tho theatre for 
another “elephant.” Paul. 



The alarming change In the Religious 

Spirit and Temper of the Church. 

What an imprejjrion would be pro- 
duced upon Abe mind of a truly pious 
man returning to t£is country, af.er an 
absence of five or six years, and in tiie 
mean time having heard nothing of the 
chaDge which has taken place in the 
feelings and actions of Christian people, 
were he to enter a plaee of worship and 
hear tho new gospel of war, bloodshed 
and abolition preached with such vehe- 
mence by those ministers who former- 
ly preached Christ and Him crucified ? 
The change to such* a m tu would ap- 
pear so striking that he would at once 
conclude, that the minister who could 
thus preach, and ftm people who 
would listen to A.'h preaching, must 
have received some new revelation from 
God, of whieh he was eutirely ignorant, 
or they musTintvc- from the 

truth as it is n Jesus. , 

Or, suppose that one of our devoted 
Foreign Missionaries, who had been la- 
boring amidst the heathenism of India, 
China, or Africa, during the same period, 
and had never seen a copy of any of the 
so-called religious papers, -^exhibiting 
the change which had conic over the re- 
ligious views of the people in this coun- 
try — but remained in blissful ignorance 
of all the events of this eventful peri- 
od — should have, immediately upon his 
return, entered our General Assembly 
and heard the editor of the “ Standard’’ 
offering a resolution before that body, 
proposing a certain kind of religious 
service rather than another, to be ob- 
served, upon the ground that the one 
would not be so likely as the othe r, to 
affect the American stocks unfavorably 
in the British market — the steamer just 
being about to sail to that country — 
what consternation would have filled his 
mind, and what fearful apprehensions 
would he naturally have had, that (he 
thunderbolts of Jehovah’s wrath would 
burst upon that Assembly, and he him- 
self share in the just judgments of God 
upon such impiety and profanity ? And 
how would he have been further shock- 
ed had he remained to witness, by this 
same Assembly, the ecclesiastical execu- 
tion of one faithful and beloved, because 
be would not prostitute his high office as 
a minister of the gospeij to satisfy the 
fanaticism. iof a po'itical party in his 
Church, and" a" worse ffnHr political par- 
ty iu his Presbytery. 

With what feelings of sorrow and 
shame would he have witnessed many 
other acts of that Assembly, as its mem- 
bers, when attempting to do that which 
was right and proper in a court of Jesus 
Christ, had invariably to state, first of 
all, that they were loyal to Caesar, that 
their loyalty to Christ might be excus- 
ed, and avoid the exposure of the radical 
religious press to the wrath of their fa- 
natical flock, who were aoting out their 
loyalty by robbing Caesar, 'uumindful of 
the scriptural injunction concerning 
earthly treasures. And how can we 
find language to express the horror 
which such a stranger to the new gospel 
would have felt as he listened to the pro- 
position, passed “ almost unanimously,” 
of that Assembly, as it charged the mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church, to la- 
bor earnestly for the destruction of sla- 
very in this country, the time having 
come, in the Providenee of God, when 
every vestige of it should be effaced ; 
the indications of Providence being “ the 
President's declared policy not to con- 
sent to the reorganization of civil gov- 
ernment within the seceded States upon 
any other basis than that of emancipa- 
tion.” 

To us who have observed this change 
in its regular progressive course, it is 
difficult to realize how fearfully we as a 
Church, have departed from the pure 
goBpel which has so long been preached 
from our pulpits, and which has been 
the glory of our country, and filled with 
hope also, the minds of Christians in other 
lands. Still this change is felt and ac- 
knowledged by all right thinking men, 
even though they have witnessed it in 
all its progressive stages. And so keen- 
ly are they alive to its tremendous con- 
sequences, that many are obeying the 
Apostolic injunction “ from such with- 



Oye lingering, doubting, fes.rful souls, 
in Christ Jesus there is pie nteous re- 
demption, even for you ! Behold, now 
is tho accepted time. God ifi stiil wait- 
ing to be gracious. 



draw thyself.” And if we do not great- 
ly mistake the signs of the times, a more 
•extensive exodus will yet take place. 

While we do not lay all the blame of 
this corruption, which is rapidly destroy- 
ing the visible Church of God, upon the 
ministry, yet they are much more to 
blame than the people, in that they have 
yielded to tho fanaticism of the times, 
and preached according to their wishes, 
rather than the Divine commission ; 
and now they find it difficult to retrace 
their steps and preach the gospel as in 
days past. The people have come to 
consider the minister, not as the servant 
j of Christ, but as their servant ; and as 
| their servant he must obey their behests. 
An incident was related to us the other 
; day, by a friend, whose testimony none 
of our readers would gainsay, of a young 
! minister who visited the army under the 



direction of the Christian Commission ; 
and while attending to the wants of the 
sick in one of the hospitals, he came 
upon a young Confederate soldier whose 
days on earth, to all human appearance, 
were soon to terminate. This young 
minister found him to be an intelligent 
youth, and greatly concerned about his 
soul’s eternal welfare. He at once di- 
rected him to the great physician, Christ, 
as able to save to the very uttermost all 
who would come unto God through Him. 
The prayers and instructions of this 
young minister, as he unfolded the plan 
of salvation to the dying soldier, were 
blessed of God to his conversion, and 
be died in great triumph, through faith 
iu Jesus Christ. The minister upon his 
return home, related this fact to his 
people, supposing that they too would 
rejoice with him over the lost ‘sinner 
saved. But no, the story met with no 
approving response from them. And 
though they have not yet told him to 
seek a new field of labor, some of them 
bate already whispered that probably 
their preacher is not as “loyal” as he 
ought to be, or he could not have spo- 
ken so affectionately of that “ rebel” 
who deserv^l to die. And as for his 
triumphant death, they could not receive 
that statement with any joy, it being im- 
possible for them to conceive of God’s 
loving any one whom they hated. 



is the clear and solemn duty of the Xa- ing ot the gospel never offends the true 
tional Government, to preserve, at what- child of God; and we judge, therefore, 
ever cost, the National Union and Con- that it is because the gospel is not 
stitution, to maintain the laws in their preached that these men, with weeping 
supremacy, tb crush force with force — and sorrow of heart, withdraw from the 
and it is the boueden duty of the people sanc:uary of God. 

who compose this great, nation, each one ! These letters come to us mainly from 
in his several place_aud degree, to up- States North of the Ohio. In one in- 
hold the Federal Government, and eve- glance a gentleman writes us that ten 
ry State Government, andjall persons in members were suspended from the com- 



For the Faee Christian Common wealth. 

Church Politics. 

Christ is the light of the world, and 
they that follow him shall not walk in 
darkness. There is nothing of which 
this is truer than in regard to ecclsias- 
tical bodies. It has in deed a speciality 
of truth and application to them. And 
just as they have followed Christ, and 
just as they shall continue to follow 
him, so have they had, and so shall they 
continue to have the light of life shi- 
niug upon them. But as they judge, 
and as they wa tygtiAt' kata krgtpn, but 
kata sar/ea leai kata n , so 

have they always been, and so will they 
continue to be, blind leaders bf the blind 
They thus pervert their nature and be 
come a vast and complicated injury to 
the world, instead of a great and various 
blessing. They thus lose for the Church 
the respect of the world, and render her 
no longer worthy of honor or trust. 

And this has been the prcoisc course 
pursued these last four years by the 
different denominations of tho lan 1." In- 
stead of calmly ani quietly attending, 
like Christ and his Apostles, to the af- 
fairs of the Qhurch, and to that alone, 
attending to no wars, and voting n 
resolutions of blood and 4 T 
they have been m 

. i 

have at tended To regarded as 

their political and martial duties with a 
spirit so intolerant, and with an inde- 
cency so furious as to call down the con- 
demnation of all men who have su ffi- 
cicnt sense of decency, moderation, and 
fitness of things left. We do not charge 
any special indecency of manner upon 
our General Assembly. The bad things 
which it has done has from habit, not 
from spirit, been done with as much 
grace and gravity as such things would 
admit of. The Pope and his Cardinals, 
in conclave, settling the affairs of States, 
deciding the allegiance of civil powers, 
and working the machinery of the In- 
quisition, have no doubt done such 
things with a decency, gravity, and dig- 
nity worthy of all commendation, were 
they not in such terrible contrast with 
the things done and devised. 

But like all such conclaves, no gravi- 
ty, dignity, nor grace of manner can de- 
fend our Assembly from the charge of 
high-handed, dangerous, unscriptural 
and unconstitutional intermeddling with 
the affairs of State. When, in 1861, it de- 
cided definitely and authoritatively the 
political allegiance of two great belli- 
gerent powers, it did an act, and assum- 
ed an authority, as purely political as 
ever distinguished the conduct of any 
purely legislative body, and every sa- 
gacious statesman will see the officious 
intermeddling danger that lurks in eve- 
ry such act and precedent as this. Not 
only all Churchmen, but all true patri- 
ots and statesmen should on all proper 
occasions, give outlet’and force to their 
utter condemnation of all such treache- 
ry toward Church and State. It was as 
thorough an abandonment of, and tramp- 
ling upon the nature and duties of the 
Church, while at the same time it was as 
rash and bold a march into the domains 
of pure polities, as was ever made by 
Pope or Cardinals. 

But once having tasted the sweets of 
politics, and of the exercise of power, 
the Assembly has kept on its political 
career from that day till this. In 1862, 
it not only redetermined the allegiance 
of the parties belligerent, but volunteer- 
ed to admonish and to inform the Gen- 
eral Government as to its duty in con- 
ducting tho war then still raging. “ It 



authority, whether civil or military.” 
Here is a church court, professing not 
to be of this world, and yet mocking at 
such profession, and at the very words 
of him who is the Prince of Peace, but 
whom they here make the God of war. 

“ My kingdom is not of this world, else 
would my servants fight." But the As- 
sembly, as if designing, in the uiostc n- 
spicuous manner possible to throw con- 
tempt upon the peaceful and distinctive- 
nature of Christianity, and as if designing 
to ignore the duties of the Church and 
to pervert it to purposes direclly oppo- 
site to its own aim3 and objects. It 
seems impossible to have done these 
things more effectually or in any way 
more likely to elicit the attention of 
mankind to the very ostentation of apos- 
tasy. 

We need not stop here to call the at- 
tention of civil government to all such 
crossings of lines, to all such imper- 
tinent intrusion into a domain into 
which the Church has never entered of- 
ficially, without carrying with her con- 
fusion, corruption and danger, first to 
herself, and then to the State. Men of 
corrupt minds and fierce ambition will 
use Church or State, or both, to accom- 
plish their own ends. The world has 
had history enough made and wrought 
out by the red jhand of ecclesiastics. 
And the States of Christendom should 
see to it, that we have no repetition of 
such scenes. Every man, who will se- 
riously consider, mu3t see that there is 
a most guilty and shocking contrast be- 
tween the peaoeful and loving ’ work 
of the ministry, and the resolutions of 
Jjlood and vengeance passed by eccle- 
siastical bodies. The one i3 of Christ, 
and like Christ, and is not of this world, 
but is the expression of peace and good 
will to mankind, while the other is not 
only purely of the world, but is one of 
its worst forms of wickedness possible. 
We say then obsta prie.eipiis. Lei the 
State be jealous to witch, and quick to 
notice all ecclesiastical movements to- 
ward the Commonwealth, in whatever 
shape they come. They may come in 
the guise of strength to-day, but in the 
next turn trf things, they maybe all the 
cr way. The very fact that these 
’bodies have time <jnd disposition to turn 
aside from their own exclusive work, to 
attend to the affairs of Caesar, is itself a 
clear demonstration that falsehood and 
cojruption have already begun their 
work upon thorn, and that according to 
the usua[ custom of such things, their 
progress will be more arrogant, more 
presumptuous, and more dangerous than 
the beginning. Once started, no one 
can tell whereunto such things may 
.grow. Amicus. 



munion of the church, because they would 
not attend upon the preaching of a 
man who declaims from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath upon the negro and his freedom, • 
and that too after a majority of the 
members had petitioned Presbytery to 
remove him and give them as stated sup- 
ply, a minister who would preach the . . 
c -pel. Presbytery to 

:g as his reason fur ^jfltgraWPKbeir 

request, that lie dare not-* oh >fee’ to 

his loyal people and te'l them that ho 
had voted for the removal of a loyal 
minister. Another, from an adjoining 
State writes us, that he with sever- 
1 others, some of them office-bearers, 
have ceased attending the Presbyterian 
Church, and are now worshiping in the 
Episcopal Church. And from a synop- 
sis of a late sermon which he sends us — 
which he says is the substance of that 
discourse — we do not wonder at their 
withdrawing from such preaching ; nay, 
it becomes their imperative duty, not 
only to withdraw, but to denounce all 
such blasphemous profanation of sacred 
things. We cannot understand the 
principle which actuates a minister as 
God’s ambassador, standing before the 
people to declare to them His will, 
when he deliberately, and in the most 
profane manner denounces his hearers as 
worthy only of death and eternal dam- 
nation, because they do not as citizens, 
vote for his candidate for the Presiden- 
cy, or agree with him in the administra- 
tion of Caesar’s affairs. It requires no 
prophetic vision to see that such con- 
duct upon the part of ministers of the 
gospel, must destroy the faith of God's 
people, and call down upon the perpe- 
trators of such profanity the curse ui 
God. 



The great cause of dissension In the 

Church.— The people driven from the 

Sanctuary by Political Preaching. 

OCM - hearts are often filled with sad- 
ness, as from day to day we receive let- 
ters from Christian men, who tell us 
that, they have ceased attending Church. 
And this sadness is enhanced tenfold 
when these writers tell us that they have 
been members of the Church for ten, 
twenty and thirty years. Some of 
them we have long known as true Chris 
tian men, who loved the Church, and 
would hare said, a few years ago, if 
such an idea as their forsaking tho 
Church had been hinted at, “is thy 
servant a dog, that he should do this 
thing?” Now there must be some cause 
for all this ; and a fearful responsibility 
must rest somewhere for such a condi- 
tion of things. Where does the blame 
lie? and how can it be remedied, are 
questions well worthy the consideration 
ol all Christian people? That there is 
blame somewhere, no one will deny ; 
and it must either be in the individuals 
thus absenting themselves from the sanc- 
tuary of God ; or in the conduct of 
the ministers umd office-bearers in the 
Church. 

We arc not disposed to lay all the 
blame upon the ministers and elders, 
knowing as we do the weaknesses and 
follies of the people, yet we fear that in 
too manv eases the dissatisfaction ex- 
pressed by those who thus write to us is 
largely attributable to the ministry in 
departing from the Divine Commission, 
which is, preach cny gospel ; not poli- 
tics ; not philosophy ; not human wis- 
dom ; not abolition, but “ Christ and 
Him crucified.” The preaching of the 
gospel will, and often does, offend the 
ungodly, “ The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him, neither 
can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.” But the preach- 



F>r tho Free Christian Common wealth. 

The Effect of the Ago of Action on Litera- 
ture. 

Upon nothing has tho busy) bustling ac- 
tion of our ageoperated m re injurious- 
ly than upon our literatures Most of our 
books and periodical literature seem to 
be the offspring of steam and machinery 
rather than of brains. We pass no in- 
discriminate condemnation upon all mag- 
azines and papers called literary, but in 
spite of all their swelling pretensions, 
the great majority of them are but the 
merest trash, and it is just such trash as 
is hashed up and dealt out by the great 
actors of this active age. Money has 
to be made, and people have to be gull- 
ed, and this can be done by none so 
well as by the shallow shams of shal- 
low books and shallow authors. These 
inanities are sold by dint of agencies, 
laudations and all manner of impositions. 
But every man of sense and reflection 
should shut his door against them. If 
they do not corrupt, they bedrivel the 
minds of their readers. They supply no 
food to the intellect, and they neither 
enlarge nor invigorate any limb or mus- 
cle belonging to it. 

Books, magazines, and weeklies, are 
all draped off in the style of fiction. 
Even history and biography have to 
conform to the style and palaver of ro- 
mance. Every thing of this order takes 
the shape and character of fiction. 

Who therefore can wonder that truth 
has fallen in the streets, and that our 
boys and girls grow up to be the rank- 
est specimens of fiction, and that our 
politicians are as shallow and unrelia- 
ble as the books they read. W.' 1 "Wil- 
der that they should promise one thing 
and do another. A fiction loving na- 
tion can never be relied upon. Fiction 
thrusts out truth and poisons it in its 
fountains. Truth feeds the soul, and 
fiction starves it. Au intense and con- 
scientious love of truth is essential to a 
nation a 3 it is to all true individual men. 

But it is not our intention to stop to 
moralize ju3t here upon th‘i3 subject. But 
wc wish to call thp_o -'tior> 
young- poopie to tho vicious 
ling effects of fiction upon * 

There is no more deceitful frie 
book or magazine whose emy. 
and trash attempt to play the > 
truth. They waste the time, vit 
taste, and leaveyio great impressi 
knowledge and instruction behind, 
sort of reading is death to the euc 
of a student at college, or anywhere e 
Real intellectual robustness is incom- 
patible with devotion. He spends a 
paltry life who gives his days and his 
night3 to it. 

And yet we would not prohibit all 
books of fiction, but let them be used 
as pepper and salt are used as the sea- 
soning of the main and substantial mat- 
ters of the table. Amicus. 
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Death of President Lincoln. 

A most appalling, horrible tragedy has 
transpired amidstall the mournful events 
through which we are now passing. 
The Chief Magistrate of the nation has 
been murdered by the hand of an assas 
sin, while his victim was at the Theatre 
in Washington City, the Capital of the 
United States. 

This shocking catastrophe occurred 
on Friday night, the 14th inst., and has 
cast a deep gloom over the whole com- 
munity, not only on account of the ap- 
palling deed itself, but as showing the 
fearful condition to which the country 
has been brought; and presenting the 
saddest picture as to the future, when the 
passions of men are let loose to work 
havoc upon society by such methods of 
revenge. Surely. God has a controver 
sy with this people — a lesson which He 
fearful judgments and 

lew^^iotwWhstanding they arc inflicted 
in accumulating numbers and increasing 
severity. 

It becomes Christian people to hum 
ble themselves under the mighty hand of 
God. and cry for mercy, that we be not 
utterly consumed by the fierceness of 
1 h wrath. It is a fearful thought, that 
ifter four long years of civil strife and 
c:u age, the like of which we nowhere 
find recorded in the pages of history, to 
contemplate in the future a worse and 
more revolting spectacle than of armies 
arrayed against each other in battle, viz: 
assassinations, when the innocent at 
any moment may become the victim of 
the murderer. May God in his infinite 
mercy turn away his fierce anger from 
us as a people, and bring us back from 
war and bloodshed to peace and broth- 
erly kindness. 



A Aoicc from the Front. The Goal to 
which the Ecclesiastical Movements 
of the day are all tending. Utter over- 
throw of our Civilization 

I or the special benefit of our good 
iriends, who have thought our testimony 
against the Anti-Slavery infidelity in 
the Church too violent — and our pre- 
dictions of its tendencies exaggerated, 
we make the following extract from 
the American Presbyterian , the chief or 
gau of New School Presbyterianism. — 
When it is borne in mind that the Old 
School Presbyterian Church has been 
following very closely in the wake of the 
New School body on Slavery and the 
A.ate of the Country for four years 
past, and that a large party is now urg 
ing a coalition between the two Schools, 
it requires no prophetic gift to see the 
ultimate aim and end of the present 
thinly disguised anti-slavery tendencies 
of the furious “harmony and peace’ 
ecclesiastics who denounce U 3 . Here is 
the fully developed project as revealed 
in the orders that come back from the 
front to these rearguards oftheAboli 
tion Movement. Says the American 
Presbyterian, as cited in a New York 
secular journal : — 

“ Sbo “ ,a therefore, admit the colored 
man to tho light of citizenship, what would be 
involved in that concession ? Not merely the 
extension of a right to him which has long 
been allowed, to a race no worthier, nodoftier 
in mental qualifications, no fitter by birth and 
early associations for the privilege than he 
but the introduction into our political combi 
° f an ejement— ! heretofore so difficult 
to find - ■calculated lo antagonize the deadly in 
yhicnee of the Irish Catholic cote. We should 
add nearly a million to the Protestant votes of 
the country ,rom a people who would under- 
stand and value better than any fraudulently 
naturalized, foreign, popish emigrants and 
ignorant devotees ever could, tho republican 
institutions under which they by personal brav- 
ery and sacrifice, had gained a status. And any 
attempt on the part of politicians to use the 
once lormidable weapon of the Irish Catholic 
vote for objects mau'fostiy injurious to theprin- 

the P,oLl e r ; r > '‘'a U,Sn , 1 ; ° r lo tbe ^vantage or 
the Papal Church in this country, would in- 
stantly rally tho vote of the colored citizens of 
the country to the side of freodom and of Pro 

vote t tn m 'r lu aH ° win S ‘fie colored man to 
vote, therefore, nothing is sacrificed but preju- 
dice, while real strength would be added to the 

r a 15 S ^ f I ( f otc!itaull sm and true Republicanism 
Indeed, there may bo a time when in 
Struggle with Popery, which many look for in 
our land, we shall keenly feel our need of the 
very aid which wcare now considering wheth^ 

ha, W sa!d ad t'hat wo~t" a°rrv 

,:ow in "he arm" 

® F®°Pla throw away tbrcc-onnr- 
■* ,, mi * ll °n of votes, wluck may rre loan, 

b v ! 1 * ™ ce . w . a, y to frustrate the combinations 
principled politicians, North and. South 
with ignorant, vicious, priest-ridden foreigners’ 
to overthrow the very liberties wc have just re’- 
established, and lo nullify the important entrances 
we hope to gain at the cost, of this war f What 

mncVT w th 1 L an , 8wcr to thcso questions we 
r d ',a lbt r , Whe,her thcr « can be any solid 
hope for the future of our country, tinlesaV, r th 



that this organ of utterance for the so- 
called Church, which has been denounc- 
ing “copperheads,” “democrats,” &c., 
as “traitors,” and warning them, on 
peril of damnation, to “ submit to the 
powers that be” — that is “ the present 
administration of the government” — 
here openly avows the purpose of apos- 
tate Protestantism to conspire for the 
overthrow not of an administration, but 
of the constitution of the country — nay 
more, of our very civilization. For ev- 
ery reflecting man must see that the 
constitution and civilization which adds 
a million of negro votes to tho “ Pro- 
testant vote, ” is wholly another and 
different constitution and civilization. 
It is the substitution of the constitu- 
tions and civilizations of the “ Latin 
races” of Mexico for that of the Anglo- 
Saxons of the North. Only the Protest- 
ant hierarchs with their million negro 
votes will be the “ Church party.” 

What will our good brethren say now, 
who have charged us with uncharitably 
judging, the motives of the “loyal” 
movement in the Church ? 

“ Too learned ” — “ too elaborate”— “ too 
profound”—” too long”— “• the people 
cannot understand ytu”— the true dif- 
ficulty. 

Perhaps no other thing in the pres- 
ent aspect of tho Church question is 
more discouraging to the earnest advo- 
cate of truth than the fact that such 
criticisms as these meet him everywhere; 
not from the devotees of the apostasy — 
for that would affect him little, hut from 
ministers who mourn over tho apostasy 
and seem really desirous to see the 
Church restored from her baekslidings. 
For it shows that these ministers them- 
selves have fallen in with the long cur- 
rent fallacies which alone made such 
apostasy as the present possible. 

For twenty years past this very fal- 
lacy has turned the edge of all the 
warnings of faithful prophets, predict- 
ing the results that must inevitably flow 
from the course the Church was pur 
suing. As of old Ezekiel mourned that, 
in their blindness, the people accept- 
ed the smavt sneer of theological wit- 
lings, saying, “Ah Lord, they say of 
me, Doth he not speak Parables?” so in 
modern times many a faithful Ezekiel 
of the Church has had to cry — “ Ah 
Lord, they say of mo— Doth he not i 
speak abstractions 

Of course, if matters have come to 
that pass with us in the Protestant 
Churches that no longer argunx*iff and 
logic are to bo endured, but excluded 
as “troublers of Israel,” tbe whole con- 
troversy must be given up. If religion 
is all a matter of sentiment merely, and 
if the only recognized means of Chris- 
tian instruction and edification are in- 
genious devices for awakening sentiment, 
devotional and ecclesiastical, that fin- 
ishes the question. 

It is to be feared that the germinal 
error on which rests this spirit of aver- 
sion to eiaborat- ind L 



supposing the intelligence of their peo- 
ple to be much in advance of their rural 
neighbors, who have less to keep them 
astir. Whereas those who have had the 
opportunity to make the comparison, 
know very well that, either in Church 
or State, the intelligence and the ca- 
pacity for appreciating solid thought, is 
most largely developed among the peo- 
ple of the rural districts. Hence the 
well known aphorism of the superior 
permanency of liberty and law with the 
power in the hands of a rural popula- 
tion, rather than in the hands of city 
populations. The same aphorism, as ex- 
perience shows, is applicable to the 
purity and permanency of the Church. 
It may be, therefore, that this complaint 
of elaborate argument and exposition 
arises from the mistake of supposing 
that the teachings of the Church must 
come down to that measure of taste and 
capacity which suits the thoughtless, 
rather than seek to make the thought- 
less thoughtful. 

Iarthe third place, this low estimate 
may arise from the mistake of measur- 
ing the intelligence of the people, on 
thiB subject, with the relative intel- 
ligence of the ministers and offioc-bear-' 
ers, whose official position should natur- 
ally enough place them far in advance 
of the people. This is a just enough 
principle, but for the unfortunate fact, 
that owing to peculiar circumstances, 
our ministry and other office-bearers 
have, in a spirit of self-indulgence, un- 
der the pressure of other labors upon 
them, put aside these great questions of 
the nature and functions of the Church 
as a “ knowledge, which is too high for 
them” ; and worse still, as a knowledge 
too abstract and unpractical. Now, mani- 
festly, if this doctrine of the Church is 
one of the great doctrines of the gos- 
pel, then to ignore it must prove fatal 
to the gospel system. Recent experi- 
ence leaves this no longer a mere theore- 
tic inference. Already this disregard of 
Christ’s great constitutional law has car- 
ried American Protestantism to the 
verge of ruin. To aver, therefore, that 
tho people no longer have the taste or 
the capacity to read and comprehend 
exposition of the constitutional law of 
Christ’s Church is simply to declare the 
i>i- ' lit apostasy. hopeless and irremedi- 
able. 



irned argument 



concerning th 
dom and its reiatiuus - 
mistake touching what is eype li 
the more fatal mistake *f ncet 

. f » 

whole or in port the lreresy of no 
ism, from yhich most of our p. „ 0 ent 
troubles have sprung; Oa that theory 
the whole question niusi seem to one to 
be precisely as the question between Paul 
and the Jews appearsd to the Homan 
Festus, — not a question fuudamenta! to 
religion at all, but/ simply a question of 
one dead Jesusr, whom Paul affirmed 
to be alive. ’ Iqdocd, in its fundamental 
aspects this is in fact the very question 
t issue now between us, and the apos- 
tate Protestantism of the time. Wtj with 
I*aul affirm this dead Jesus still to be 
alive and present, ruling in his Church 
and guiding all hei'-couueils, while they 



• >ii ii i r> tousln’s fright at 
Veiled Faces. 

Wt have avoided having any thing to 
say of our little country cousin at Dan- 
ville. In common with hundreds of the 
friends of Danville as it was, we have 
thought, felt, and suffered, rather than 
spoken the mortification of our family 
pride at the birth of the secoud born of 
the seminary — that feeble dwarfish lit- 
tle creature the Western Presbyterian.. 
Nor have we the heart, even now, to say 
auy thing fierce of it. Indeed, in tbe 
recent nursery row kicked up with it 
by its big little brother, the Presbyter, 
and his cronies, about “ who killed Cock 
^our sympathies were rather 
'/an and its nurse, the 
11 the loyalty and 



article notaaonymous butformally sign- 
ed “ John C. Young, See’y. and Agent !” 
And from the further fact that they 
should specially desire “ to, know the 
Dame of the minister who charges this 
hideous sacrilege on his brethren?” 
When that “ hideous sacrilege” if they 
please so to call the charge that Dan- 
ville Seminary has been perverted to 
teach the contrary of wfiat it was found- 
ed to teach — has bqen boldly repeated 
for two years past b f the editor of the 
True Presbyterian of whom they , say 
“ he h .d this merit at least that the edi- 
tor stood forth in open day ” Yet we 
do not sec that knowing the name made 
auy difference. An-amusing feature of 
this a ttack on our anonymous character 
is the distress of these editors about the 
good name of Geo. H. Stuart, Esq., the 
very popular head’of that very popular 
affair. “ the Christian Commission of 
whom we said iu a very unwilling rebuke 
of h is unchristian style of appeal to the 
Churches for aid, that we confided im- 
plicitly in his judgment of the “rise 
and fall of tapes, threads and shoddies 
generally,” and which he understood, 
but qgt in bis judgment as to great mili- 
tary problems. Now, to relievo the dis- 
tress f ' ' "-e Dan vi'!;- hrrth r ''o who in- 
terpret ui d- p*.vj i ting Mi S' t’s 

goo 

wc mak. ;ia,i ummdc honorable to. Mr. 
Stuart^ declaring that we had no inten- 
tion to say that Lis goods were not as 
reliable as other people’s, but used the 
term “shoddies” only in the general 
sei -■ : articles to trade in at war pri- 

ce - r- if the please, only in a “Pick- 
wickian sense.” 

M e do . > h to charge arrogance 

and impertinence on this country cousin 
of ours, therefore we will nbt characterize 
the allusion to remarks in our columns 
touching a notorious public discussion 
in a Presbytery as “ improper” towards 
“some of the wisest and most judicious 
mer. : o the Church,” and pending an 
appeal to Synod. If this logic proves any 
thing, it proves that after certain “ wise 
and judicious men" utter their voice, no 
other counter voice shall be raised. — 
Time was when the “ wise and judicious 
men” had weight — too much, perhaps, 
for the interests of truth — in our church 
matters. But since “ the wise and judi- 
cious” “ celestials” have given way to 
fanaticism, uncelestial malignity and 
faithlessness to our ecclesiastical cove- 
nants, the people have learned to have 
less confidence in these “ee'estial” So- 
lons. As to the appeal to Synod, it is 
sufficient to say, no such appeal had 
been handed in, and it-was surely too 
great a stretch of imagination to sup- 
pose that the topic of our remarks would 




seem to deny, ii not his being alive, 
yet his practical preseDee in his Church 
any more than iu the world kingdoms 
which Ila hath appointed Caesar to rule. 

But vm. arc constrained to think that 
this low estimate, both of the capacity 
and the tastes of the masses of intel- 
ligent Protestants rests upon several 
egregious fallacies. In the first place— 
the fallacy of so many preachers, that 
because this body of youth, or of plain 
people, cannot construct for themselves 
the elaborate argument for, or exposition 
of truth — they cannot comprehend it 
when au other covistructs it for them. 
Our people generally, when properly 
taught, seem to ijoraprehend very in 



iewly installed 
JH .... ^pPwught the baby’ 

But feeore and puny children are apt 
to be fretful and spiteful. And even 
though tho indulgent mother endureth 
all things, yet “military necessity” com- 
pels somebody in the house to look and 
speak harshly by way of making life en- 
durable within it. 

Among the first utterances of the 
11 estern Presbyterian was a very spiteful 
onslaught, on “ a small, but active party” 
for applying the teriu “ Erastian” to re- 
cent doings of the Church. One of our 
correspondents, being one of “ the small 
and active party,” in our first issue, six 
weeks ago, exposed the singular logical 
feebleneS3, ignorancq of current facts, 
and the general impertinence of such an 
editorial, unworthy of Professors in a 
Theological Seminary, and as exhibit- 
ing utter faithlessness to the principles 
which the seminary was estalished to 
propagate. Not a word of response 
was ventured to the conclusive facts and 
argument of our correspondent. But, 
after a month’s consultation, as wc sup- 
pose, the editors conclude to be seized 
with a fright at the anonymous charac- 
ter and “veiled face” of the “Free 
Christian Commonwealth.” Under cover 
. i of the fright too, they rend the gar- 
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Danville adver- 
lv , that an np- 
" wise and judi- 
iuisvillc Presby- 
fay we hope our 



brethren will reserve their judgment till 
they see and hear this re markable ap- 
peal, and then give their judgment how 
“ wise and judicious” it was to make it. 

To return to tho complaint of our 
veiled facSs. When any body evinces 
sincerity in making such objection, not 
using it as a miserable “face-veiling” 
for another, and malignant purpose, it 
will be lime enough to enter upon that 
question. Meanwhile, our Danville cous- 
ins had as well make up their minds 
first as last-, that the people hereafter, 
will not, &:> heretofore, iuquiro so much 
“who says a thing?” but “ what does 
he say?” and “does he prove it?” Had 
they no other reason for this change, 
than tbe fact that such utterances as the 
Western Presbyterian come forth with 
two learned Professors names that would 
suffice. We expect to be judged by what 
we say, not by who says it? What we 
prove to be true, not who proves it? 



Here then is the ultimate aim of the 
cant in the Protestant Churches con- 
cerning the - ave system. After thirty 
_ y eara ; of the ignorance, bar- 

■jf and heathenism of th “ar-omin- 
t/ole system,” now it suddenly appears i mo umu 
chat the abominable system has ec oared ' lb 
a nation of intelligent -“ American expout 
Citizens of African descerft”— voters far 
superior in intelligence to the stupid 
Dutch and Irish ! Will not these holy 
patriots be inclined to put the Dutch 
and Irish in a similar course of training 
by a century of bondage, in place of 
the Africans ? 

But aside from the shameless avowal 
that for thirty years their cant about the 
wickedness of slavery in “ imbruting 
God’s image into a mind-less, soul-less 
chattel,” has been a miserable falsehood, 
devised to “ fire the Northern heart” 
a more serious aspect of the case is’ 



telligeutly, though they could not ex- 1 > n ents of their indignation at the inci 

dental statements of our correspondent-, 
in particular and all our articles in gen- 1 
era! 



pound clearly, the profound truth in 
volved in the great system of salvation 
by grace — original sin — atonement — jus- 
tification by faith. — Divine sovereignty, 
&c. And certainl y there is nothing more 
difficult, ? the gTeat Gospel doctrine of 
■i Chi: i their teachers will only 

'../or me, and cajefully 



•n who 
in the 
-HI s. who 



In the net r !.• t esc lo 
of the religion tn . .d - 
people are genera! I' made . 
have to deal only with a pe 

whirl and excitement of large 

read little but the morning papei's, and 
think none at all; that class of Chris- 
tian people with reference to whose 
bunaay after dinner hour so largvs a part 
of the religious reading of the d uy fur- 



nished by funds of the Church si isms to 
be prepared. These gentlemen at the 
important commercial and secul nr cen- 
tres are yory liable, to the blu uder of 



So absurd is this notion of the anony- 
mous character of our paper, which 
floats at its head, the name of the pas- 
tor of a large Church — and so contrary 
to the spirit of Presbyterian parity 
which presumes all ministers, have equal 
:« timates j right to teach in the Church — that 
of the we are inclined to interpret those edito- 
rial Professors as in jocular mood, charg- , 
iug us with veiling our faces by way of; 
retort upon our correspondent for com- j 
plaining, on behalf of the Seminary, 
that they did not “veil their faces” when 
giving forth such utterances as “ Eras- 
tianism — what is it ?” 

Whether jocular or in earnest, how 



ever, the sincerity of their alarm at the 
danger of anonymous statements may 
be judged of from the fact that they 
cite their chief illustrations from an 



Fur llie Fwe Christian Cornua mu ealtb. 

Quicksilver. 

Quicksilver is properly denominated 
a metal, and is fouud, ae naturalists in- 
form us, in five different states. It is 
of a silvery white or greyish color, pos- 
sessing the lustre of metallies. 

It is divisible into infinitely small 
globules, having a Strong affinity for 
each v/hen brought in close proximity. 
Submitted to a high degree of heat, it 
volatizes — when its temperature is re- 
duced to forty degrees below Zero, on 
Fahrenheit's thermometer, it becomes 
solid. When used in barometers, the 
weight of the atmosphere can be ascer- 
tained. In thermometers tbe temper- 
ature of the air can be accurately deter- 
mined. It is also very useful in the arts 
and sciences, and regarded for centuries 
as a powerful curative agent in the 
tr eatment of many diseases which. “ flesh 
is heir to.” 

If ysu take a small quantity of this 
wonderful metal, and let it fall upon the 
floor, it will instantly separate into num- 
berless globules, each diTiuct and per- 
fect in its formation, yet resembling the 
whole. Uollect them together again 
and they v/ill coalesce and adhere in one 
mass, by sjponaneous attraction. 

So withCrod’s precious children, they 
are divided and distinguished into vari- 
ous Church organizations, yet, in fact, 
members of one and the same mystic 
body. By the fall of our Federal head, 
we have bee n separated into different 
flocks, and scattered to the four corners 
of the earth ^ yet the day is not far dis- 



tant when God s elect shall an De gath- 
ered home to the New Jerusalem. Then 
shall tne coronation day come, for those 
who have suffered, and endured all for 
Christ’s sake. Then shall the pure in 
heart bask in the transporting sunshine 
and glory of God’s face. Then shall be 
ushered in the earth’s long predicted 
Sabbath, and “ the Eternal Jubilee of 
the redeemed begin.” 

“Jerusalem the city is 
^ Of God, our King alone. 

The Lamb of God. the light thereof, 

Sits there upon his throne. 

0 happy harbor of the Saints I 
0 sweet and pleasant soil ! 

In thee no sorrow can be found, 

No grief, no care, no toil.” 

Xkbr.isi;± Cirv, N. T. I. \y. S. 



ering together the facts in the case, we habits; and further emphatically declares 
publish it as an important historical | to be an injury to the slaves, to email- 



For tho Free Christian Commonwealth. 

How the “ Presbyterian ” noticed the 
Free Christian Commonwealth. 

Some writers possess a causticity and 
power of suggestion, of which they are 
themselves not fully conscious, hence 
an obnoxious victim of their assaults is 
liable to be struck more heavily than is 
either intended or deserved. I Lave been 
led to the above reflection by the follow- 
ing excerpt. Although it is aimed at 
the Free Christian Commonwealth, yet 
from its force and rare acuteness — the 
swords of Richard and Saladin combined 
in one — I have ventured to ask that it 
be admitted to the columns of that 
journal. It may perhaps serve more- 
over to illustrate to its readers the con- 
summate skill of tbe writers with whom 
the Commonwealth has to contend in its 
conflict with secular ecclesiasticism. 

A New Taphr. — W e have received the first 
uurulier of a new journal, called the Free Chris- 
tian Commonwealth, published by an “ Associa- 
tion of Ministers" in Louisville, Ky., the Rev. 
J. C. i'oung, fcjecretary and Agent. . It is the 
successor of the True Presbyterian , lately sup- 
pressed, and proposes to fulfill the engagements 
of the proprietors of that paper with their sub- 
scribers, where payments were in advance at 
the time pf its suppression. We are sorry to say 
that we believe that it will be a complete repro- 
duction of that paper in its tone and spirit. It 
could not be more offensive to every good and 
true man. 

How much is included in these few 
lines ! A hasty glance will not suffice 
for its lull comprehension. Observe the 
evident self-consciousness of a right to 
judge not only of the essence, but of 
the relations of the “ true,” the “good” 
— and are we not warranted to add — 
the “beautiful.” What condensation ! 
Here, within a few lines in a newspaper 
is the suggestion of a complete system 
of Cousin-philosophy. 

Then there is the grief of the editors. 
How genius has thrown upon the print- 
ed page the deep emotions of distressed 
and profound natures, in the simple and 
yet expressive utterance “we are sorry.” 

But the intensity after a fair weigh- 
ing of the subject, seems to me to be re- 
served for the emphatic “could not.” 
“It could not be more offensive to every 
good and true man.” It might have 
beetv Atheistic, Buddhist,, Druidical, 
Tom-l’aineish, might have advocated the 
doctrines of Dr. Beman Taylor or of 
Mr. Barnes, but “could not be more of- 
fensive.” Nay, should it even laud vol- 
untaryism, or oppose the board system, 
should; — but inugination is lost in 
attempting to fathom the possibilities of 
that superlative “could not.” 

I can only allude to the intensified 
adjective “offensive.” At a glance it 
will be seen how much is expressed by 
that easy part of speech. What an in- 
calculable number of offensive things 
there are in the world. Let the reader 
only bring before the mind one half of 
these, and he will feel the force of the 
discriminative element in the editors of 
the Presbyterian. As by an instinctive 
mental scent, with Worcester and Web- 
ster, “all before them where to choose,” 
they seized upon the very word that 
suited them, and hurled it at the “new 
paper !” 

I pause, because I would not over- 
burden the columns of the Common- 
Health, and not from the exhaustion of 
material. Onl}' let our brethren be eau 
tious not to be too severe, in the use of 
their trenchant blade. Gentlemen of 
the Presbyterian, even a Jew will bleed 
if he is pricked though but with a pin, 
and some of us who do not observe the 
offensiveuess of which you speak, have 
sensitive nerves. 

Since writing the above, a friend at 
my elbow suggests that I have mista- 
ken the drift of the Presbyterian’s ar- 
ticle, and that it was intended to be fun- 
ny. On a review of the matter, I am 
j inclined to that opinion myself. Either 
| way, it is remarkable, and sustains the 
j reputation of that journal’s editorials. 

L. E. 

1 — * ■ ■ 

Dr. KoMnson’s Hook on Slavery. 

The publishers of Dr. Robinson’s 
book on the Bible view of Slavery, have 
favored us with a copy for review. We 
have not bad time to give it a careful 
perusal, but from the well known ability 
of Dr. R. in the discussion of this sub- 
ject in its Biblical aspect, we would re- 
commend our readers to procure the 
book. It can be bad at Mr. Davidson’s 
Book Store. See advertisement in an- 
other column. 

We occupy much space in our co- 
iuznns this week with the proceedings 
of the Presbytery of Louisville, an ab- 
stract of which has been at our request 
'furnished us by the Stated Clerk. The 
paper on the MePhceters case is long ; 
but as tbe Committee appointed at a 
previous meeting to bring in a report 
on tbe action of the Assembly on this 
ca^e, have bestowed much labor in gath- 



: cipate them ‘‘in such a manner as that 
I they will be likely to destroy themselves 
or others. 

3. Ihis deliverance seems to have lost 
sight of an injunction contained in our 
form of Government, Chap. I, sec. VII, 
which, speaking of church judicatories, 
directs ‘that all their decisions should 
be founded upon the revealed will of 
God,” as no ivhere does it allude to the 
Holy Scriptures in confirmation of its de- 
clarations, or doctrines, nor does it refer 
to the constitution of the Church in sup- 
port of its teachings, but rests satisfied 
by a general reference to “recent events 
of our history and the present condition 
of our Church and country” and solemn- 
ly declares in the name of God that they 
“ furnish manifest tokens” of “ Ilis will. ' 

4. This action asserts that “ tho spirit 
of American Slavery * * has taken arms 
against law, organized a bloody rebellion 
against the national authority, made 
formidable war upon the Federal Union, 
and in order to found an empire upon the 
corner-stone of slavery, threatens not 
only our existence as a. people, but the 
annihilation of the principles of free 
Christian Government, and thus has ren- 
dered the continuance of negro Slavery 
incompatible with the preservation of our 
own liberty and independence.” If this 
assertion be true, it is manifestly more 
than it is anything else, a political ques- 
tion, and if “ negro slavery be incompa- 
tible with our own liberty and indepen- 
dence, that certainly is a decision emi- 
nently a political one. In other parts of 
the deliverance questions of civil and po- 
litical fact are dogmatically decided, so 
that this deliverance is a plain violation 
Chap XXXT.^Sec IV of our Constitu- 
tion, “Synods and Gohiicils are to handle 
and conclude nothing but that which is 
ecclesiastical, <fcc.” 

a. And further in the end proposed by 
this deliverance, the end in which the 
will of God, as the Assembly think, is 
especially manifested, viz: the Abolition 
of Slavery; it speaks approvingly of cer- 
tain measures generally regarded not on- 
ly a3 political, but partisan in their char- 
acter, as they are first the- means and ex- 
pedients, proper only for the exercises of 
Cfcsar’s power, and second, tho plans and 
policies alluded to, it is well known, are 
repudiated by one political party and pre- 
ferred by another; third, they are meas- 
ures extraordinary in their character, pro- 
clamations, “declared policy,” of the 
President, Ac., which the deliverance in- 



document. We feci satisfied that our 
readers generally will be amply repaid 
by its perusal. It is worthy of remark 
in this connection that both reports 
condemning the action of the General 
Assembly were adopted by the Pres- 
bytery “ with almost entire unanimity.” 

The Action of the Presbytery of Louis- 
vllie, touching the General Assembly 
on Slavery and the State of the Coun- 
try. 

The action of the General Assembly, 
which we are called upon to notice, is 
tho fourth of a scries of deliverances, by 
as many General Assemblies, upon the 
State of the Country, and as such it is 
fitting to briefly refer to them in order. 

The value of the present situation may 
he better known by understanding what 
positions have been lost or won in previ- 
ous conflicts. 

The beginning of these utterances, 
which was as the opening of the flood- 
gates of secular and fanatical influences 
upon the Church, dates back to 1861. 

Against that action, which decided a poli- 
tical question that had existed and had 
been unsettled from the beginning of the 
Government, viz: Whether the primary 
and principal allegiance of a citizen is 
due to the Stated - National Government, 
our Commissioners — four in number — 
entered their solemn protest, declaring 
that the Assembly in so doipg had, in 
their judgment, “violated the Constitu- 
tion of the Church and usurped the pre- 
rogative of its Divine Master,” adding 
further that they regarded that action as 
“a great national calamity, as well as, the 
most disastrous to the interests of our 
Church which has marked its history.” 

This Presbytery, at its regular meeting 
in the autumn following, uttered its em- 
phatic testimony against “ the dangerous 
errors in doctrine involved in that action,” 
and “ solemnly rejected the action of the 
Assembly in the premises as unconstitu- 
tional and of no binding force upon us.” 

The Synod, a few weeks afterward, felt 
constrained to pronounce the doctrines 
and principles contained in that deliver- 
ance to be “repugnant to the Word of 
God, as that Word is interpreted in the 
Confession of Faith." 

The Assembly of 1862 proceeded still 
further and took ground more objection- 
able than that of 1861, inasmuch as, ae- a -.'TM' _ . • ... , 

cording to protestants who were there as from nhe provi8ion8of the Federal Con 
Commissioners from this Presbytery, that 3titution - £ nd .< tho lawg of the sta , ’ s 
paper seemed to assume that the poll- which it . affirm contain defeuces ot - 
tical dogma adopted by the previous As- S1 and in ’ the fourth , It in . 

sembly was correct as well as competent clude / jn it catal ' 0 f means to the 
o a spiritual court and without being ' nd of abo i ishing S f ave the unshealh- 
“thereunto required by the civil magis- n fu 

,u.iL n « 01 the 8wold with all the attendant 



trate,” undertook to dictate and declare 
to the Federal Government that it was 
its “ clear and solemn duty, to preserve, 
at whatever cost, the National Union, 
and to crush force by force.” And fur- 
ther, besides judging the “ the paper as 
eminently unwise," and its spirit “too 
harsh,” the protestants alluded to appear 
to have thought the deliverance smacked 
strongly of Erastianism as they say — 
“The idea seems to underlie the paper 
adopted, that the Church owes allegiance 
to the State, for it speaks of 1 Loyal Pres- 
byteries and Synods', ‘loyal Church,’ Ac.” 

The regular fall meeting of Presbytery- 
in 1862 lasted for only one hour, owing to 
the disturbed condition of the country. 
Hence no action was taken in reference 
to the Assembly’s deliverance for that 
year. * 

In 1863, the Assembly adopted two de- 
liverances on the State of the Country ; 
the principal one of which decides mat- 
ters political, civil and military with a 
readiness and promptitude much ifi the 
style of its two predecessors. It chiefly, 
however, refers to the Federal flag, and 
it is worthy of remark that this was the 
first General Assembly of our Church, so 
far as we know, that conducted its ses- 
sions in a Church over which was floating, 
at the time, this emblem of Caesar’s 
power. It Is proper to mention here, that 
of our three Commissioners present there, 
not one voted for that deliverance. 

We come now to the consideration of 
the action of the Assembly of 1864 in 
regard to Slavery as found on the printed 
Minutes, pages 296 — 299, and Presbytery 
regrets that it feels constrained to utter 
its grave disapprobation against not only 
the general character of the deliverances, 
but of the doctrines taught and the du- 
ties enjoined in it. 

Among the reasons for which this Pres- 
bytery feels called upon to utter this so- 
lemn testimonial, are — 

1. The deliverance of the Assembly 
while professing to give a history of opin- 
ion, and a digest of the utterances con- 
cerning Slavery, as shown by the “une- 
quivocal testimonies upon this subject,” 
uttered by the General Assembly “ from 
the earliest period of the history of our 
Church,” yet perverts and misrepresents 
that history by a total suppression of var- 
ious deliverances and especially that of 
1845, — which is certainly the most elabo- 
rate, comprehensive and “ unequivocal 
testimony” touching the matter of Slave- 
ry, ever rendered by the Assembly — and 
what is worthy of remark, the only testi- 
mony, too, on this subject, that the As- 
sembly has established and defended by 
the authority of God's Word; — a testi- 
mony, further, that interprets and ex- 
plains the former deliverances as to the 
Christian ethics of Slavery, and was de- 
clared by the Assembly of 1846. as “ not 
intended to deny or rescind the testi- 
mony often uttered by the General As- 
semblies previous to that date.” 

2. Not only does the action referred to 
entirely ignore all deliverances subse- 
quent to 1818, but it is in manifestopposi : 
tion to the utterances of 1345 and 1849, 
and is plainly inconsistent witH the testi- 
mony of 1818. 

It is in conflict with the action of 1845, 
in affirming that Slavery without qualifi- 
cation of circumstances is a thing of “evil 
and guilt” — a “sin.” The Assembly of 
1845 say — “that Slavery existed in the 
days of Christ and his Apostles, is an ad- 
mitted fact. That they did not denounce 
the relation itself as sinful, as inconsist- 
ent with Christianity; that slaveholders 
were admitted to membership in the 
churches organized by the Apostles, are 
facts which meet the eye of every reader 1 
of the New Testament. This Assembly 
cannot, therefore, denounce the holding 
of slaves as necessarily a heinous and 
scandalous sin, calculated to bring upon 
the Church the curse of God without 
charging the Apostles of Christ with con- 
niving at sin, introducing into the Church 



horrors of a carnal warfare, and that too 
by soldiers who were formerly held as 
slaves. 

And while this Presbytery utterly dis- 
claims all intention of entering directly 
or indirectly into any of the political 
questions, as such, of the time, and ex- 
horts all men, especially those underdts 
care and authority to cheerfully “render 
to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute 
is due, custom to whom custom, fear to 
whom fear, honor to whom honor;” yet., 
inasmuch as “God alone is Lord of the 
conscience, and hath left it free from the 
doctrines and commandments of men, 
which are in anything contrary to his 
Word,” we decline to adopt the doctrine 
or obey the duty enjoined in this deliver- 
ance, and feel ourselves solemnly called 
upon to testify against it. because of its 
want of truthfulness to history; because 
it is inconsistent with, or cont 
to, other utter;. in - , of the Asst 

cause it denon *■>» ‘--r: 

and a,- guilt, ' that which n- 
Lord Jesus Christ nor his AposU 
distinctly in the long catalogue of offences, 
because it, in a way contrary to the Word 
of God, as that Word is interpreted in 
the Confession of Faith decides questions 
not competent to a Spiritual Court, and 
finally, because it would attach the 
Church to a thing of this world, Ac , 
thereby causing her fate to depend great- 
ly upon the fate of a thing less enduring 
than herself. 

We would express our regret that our 
Commissioners to the late Assembly did 
not sfee their way clear to enter an earnest 
protest against a deliverance so strange 
and so fraught with peril to the Church. 



itory 

or the 
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Dead, yet Living. — The cedar is 
most useful when dead. It is the most 
productive when its place knows it no 
more. There is no timber like it. Firm 
in the grain, and capable, of the finest 
polish, the tooth of no insect will toueh 
it, and Time himself can hardly destroy 
it. Diffusing perpetual fragrance through 
the chambers which it ceils, the worm 
will not corrode the book which it pro- 
tects, nor the moth corrupt the garment 
which it guards — all but immortal itself, 
it transfuses its amaranthine qualities 
into the objects around it. Every Chris- 
tian is useful in his life, but goodly ce- 
dars are the most useful afterward. Lu- 
ther is dead, but the Reformation lives. 
Knox, Melville an$ Il^giderson are dead, 
but Scotland still retains a Sabbath and 
a Chrisian peasantry, a Bible in every 
house, and a school in every parish. 
Bunyan is dead, but his bright spirit 
still walks the cartel in its Pilgrim's 
Progress. Baxter is dead, but souls are 
still quickened by the Saint's Pest. Cow- 
per is deadj but the “golden apples” are 
still as fresh as when newly gathered 
in the “silve> - basket" of the Oiney 
Hymns. Elliott is dead, but the mis- 
sionary enterprise is young. Henry 
Martyn is dead, hut who can count tho 
apostolie spirits who, phoenix-wise, have 
started from his funeral-pile? Howard 
is dead but modern philanthropy is only 
commencing its career. Raikesis dead, 
but Sabbath schools go on. — Rev. J. 
Hamilton. 



The Gospel is the most powerful agent 
of which we have any knowledge. No 
man escapes from its power, however 
much he may desire to do so. He may 
think that he does, but he is mightily 
mistaken. No man that has once had 
the knowledge of it, can ever get out of 
the reach of it. You may let it alone, 



but it will not let you alone. You have 
I such sinners, and thus bringing upon tQ (! i, oose no t whether you will be in- 
thern the curse of the Almighty. fluenccd by the gospel, hut how. Shall 

It contravenes the deliverance of 1849, } 1 •? 

which declares “ tha t the principles of the \ R ta ^ e . a "' ! *y J our 8 ud - . 

Presbyterian Church on the subject of j Shall it bring you into a state oi salva- 
Slavery are already set forth in repeated | tion, or confirm you in a lost state ! 

declaration so full and so explicit as to \ » » 

need no further exposition.” * University for Wales — That which 

Again, it does not even intimate that the j has long been a desideratum for \\ ales, 
slaves now in bondage, and being eman- 1 as well as a subject of wonder that it had 
cipatcd, are prepared by a proper educa- not been formvd a University— is about 
tion and virtuous habits to enjoy freedom l eing' founded. It will be on the same, 
with advantage to themselves or safety liberal principle as the London Lniver 
to their masters. Not so the deliverance ♦ l “‘ Irl,h Onoon s Colleces : and 



of 1818. That declared “immediate and 
universal emancipation inconsistent alike 
with the safety and happiness of the 
master and the slave,” where the slaves 
were numerous, ignorant and of vicious 



sity or the Irish Queen’s Colleges ; and 
will be of great importance for the liter- 
rary and theological advancement of the 
independents and Calvinistic Methodists, 
while it will most probably absorb the 
Episcopal College at Lampeter. 
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Postage. — We would call the attention 
of our subscribers to the fact, that Post- 
masters have no right to charge postage 
upon the “ Free Christian Common- 
wealth," other than tho law requires — 
which is five (5) cents per quarter. This 
is the law for weekly papers, and they 
certainly cannot charge more for a paper 
which is only published every two weeks. 



The Presbytery of Ebenezer , will meet in 
Newport, on Thursday, the 27th of April, 
at 7 o’clock, P. M. 



NOTICE. 

Commissioner’s Fund. — The following is 

tho assessment of Abe Churchi in the 

bounds of the Fi'^P.Uiv .of Loui ville 

| 

for Commissioners’, fund, viz: Owensboro 
§8, Plum Creek and Cane Run 2, Middle- 
town 5, Elizabethtown 4, Shelbyville 12, 
Big Spring G, Now Castle 3, Jeffersontown 
2, Goshen 3, 1st Church Louisville 12, 
2nd Church 12, Chestnut Street Church 
12, 4tli Church 6, Walnut St. Church G, 
Westport 1, Shiloh and Olivitt G, Penn 
Run 2, Mulberry 8,- Hebron 3, I .ewisport 
2, Pisgah 2, Pleasurevilie 2, Bard-down G, 
Cloverport 2. 

The Treasurer respectfully requests that 
these sums which have not already been 
paid, be sent to him as soon as practicable. 
A. Davidson, Treas. of Presbytery 

Maranatha. 



[tho Lord is coming.] — 1 Cor. 



“ Maranatha 
x vi : 22. 

“ Behold, be cometh with clouds ; and every 
eye shall bee him, and they also which pierced 
him ; and all kindreds of tho earth shall we.il 



because of him. Even so, Amen. — R, 

“Ho which testitjelh these things faith, 
surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come 
Lord Jesus.” — Rev.xxii : 2(1. 

Christ is coming 1 Let creation / 

Bid her groans and travail cease, 

Let the glorious proclamation 
Hope restore, and faith increase — 
Marauatha 1 

Conje, thou blessed Prince of Peace ! 

Earth can now but tell the story 
* Of Thy bitter Cross and pain, 

She shall yet behold Thy glory. 

When thou comcst back to reign--- 
Mars n alls a 1 
Let each heart repeat tho strain ! 

Though once cradled in a manger, 

Mil no pillow bul the sod ; 

Hero an alien and a stranger, 

Mocked of men, disown’d of God — • 

All creation. 

Yet shall own Thy kingly rod. 

Long Thine exiles have been pining, 

Ear from rest, and home, and Thee ; 

But in heavenly vestures shining, 

Soon they shall Thy glory see — 

• Maranatha 1 

Haste tho joyous jubilee 1 

With that “ Blessed hope” before us, 

Let no harp remain unstrung, 

Let the mighty advent chorus 
Onward roll from tongue to tongue — 
Maranatha ! 

Come, Lord Jesus — quickly come ! 



The Presbytery of Louisville, 

Met in the Chestnut Street Church, Louis- 
ville, Wednesday night at 74 o’clock, and 
was opened with a sermon by Rev. W. T. 
McElroy, the former Moderator, from 2 
Cor. i: 2. 

Rev. W. L. Nourse was chosen Modera- 
tor, and Robert Morrison, Temporary 
Clerk. 

The sessions were continued until five 
o’clock on Saturday P. M., and during the 
time there were present forty-two mem- 
bers ; twenty two ministers, and twenty 
ruling elders. 

Rev. W. L. Breckinridge, DD., was dis- 
missed to the Presbytery of Transylvania. 

Mr. A. N. Keigwin was licensed as a 
probationer for the Gospel Ministry. 

Mr. H. W. McKee was received as a 
candidate under the care of this Presby- 
tery from the Presbytery of Transylvania. 

A Church at Big Bend was reported as 
organized and ordered to be placed on 
the roll of Presbytery. 

Rev. J. V. Cosby, from the West Lex- 
ington Presbytery, and Rev. S. B. Mc- 
Pheeters, DD., from the St. Louis Presby- 
tery, were received as members of this 
Presbytery after the usual examination. 

A call from tho Church of Bardstown 
was placed in the hands of Mr. Cosby, 
which he desired fu retain in his hands 
until the next meeting of Presbytery, 
and in the mean timb was permitted to 
become stated supply of that Church. 

A call from the Mulberry Church was 
placed in the hands of Rev. Dr. McPhee- 
ters, which he accepted, and Rev. J. C. 
Young was appointed to preach the in- 
stallation sermon, Rev. W. W. Hill, DD., 
to deliver the charge to the pastor, and 
Rev. W. T. McElroy, the charge to the 
people. 

Ministers S. R. Wilson, DD., and Robert 
Morrison, principals, W. T. McElroy and 
W. Logan Nourse, alternates, and ruling 
Elders John Watson and Scott Harbison, 
principals, and J. Cox and W. Prather, 
alternates, were chosen as Commissioners 
to the next General Assembly. 

It was enjoined upon all the Churches 
in our bounds that have not already done 
o, to take up collections for Domestic 
Missions as soon as possible. 

Each minister and licentiate in our 
bounds was directed to preach in desti- 
tu! laces two Sabbaths before our next 
meeting — the time and place left to their 
discretion. 

Rev. W. W. Hill, DD., resigned his of- 
fice of Stated Clerk of Presbytery, and 
Robert Morrison was chosen as his suc- 
cessor. 

Revs. S. R. Wilson and W. T. McElroy, 
and ruling elder A. Davidson, were ap- 



pointed a Committee to defend the Pres- 
bytery in the Synod against the appeal 
of Rev. J. L. McKee and others, touch- 
ing the ordination and installation of Mr. 
J. C. Young as pastor of the Second 
Church, Louisville. 

The Committee appointed last fall on 
the Minutes of the Assembly, touching 
the case Of Dr. McPheeters and the action 
of Slavery presented their reports which 
were received, and pending the motion 
to adopt that concerning Dr. McPheeters, 
Rev. J. L. McKee moved to amend by 
striking out the following : “ Because of 
this opposition, he (Dr. McPheeters), on 
the floor of the General Assembly — as is 
well known — was branded by a promi- 
nent member of that body as disloyal , if 
not according to the common use of that 
word, yet, said that gentleman, ‘he is dis- 
loyal in my sense of that word’.’’ On 
this the ayes and noes were called, and 
resulted as follows : Ayes. Ministers — 
Hopkins, Mathews, McKee, Duncan, 
Crow, Morrison, Thornton ; Elders — J. 
Johnson, W. Garvin, A. R. Scott and J. 
A. Miller. Noes. Ministers — Wurts, Wil- 
n, McElroy, MeCown, Valentine, Mc- 
Crae ; Elders — R. Y. Sprowl, D. L. Brooks, 
G. Bergen, J. Watson, C. Bradley, J. C. 
Brown, J. Irwin and C. A. Wickliffe. By 
permission, the Moderator was allowed 
to vote on the above motion and on all 
questions connected with these reports, 
also any member of Presbytery before 
the adjournment of the.session might re- 
cord his vote. The Moderator recorded 
bis vote on the above motion with the 
Noes. 

The motion to adopt then prevailed by 
the following vote, viz: Ayes. Ministers — 
Hopkins, McKee, Duncan, Crowe, Wurts, 
Wilson, McElroy, Young, Morrison, Thorn- 
ton, MeCown, Cosby and Nourse ; Elders 
— R. V. Sprowl, J. Johnson, G. Bergen, 
J. Watson, C. Bradley, J. C. Brown, J. 
Irwin, W. Garvin, C. A. Wickliffe, A. R. 
Scott, J. A. Miller and W. Prather. Noes. 
Ministers — Matthews, Valentine, McCrae; 
Elders — None. 

The paper is as follows : 

In accordance with the direction of 
Presbytery, your committee have endea- 
vored to present a “clearly digested,” yet 
brief "statement of the facts" connected 
with the case of the Rev. Dr. McPheeters 
and the Session of the Pine Street Church, 
St. Louis, as complainants from the action 
of the Presbytery of St. Louis to the last 
General Assembly. 

In prosecuting this inquiry, all papers 
and documents touching the case that 
they could obtain, have been used and 
prominent among the sources of informa- 
tion, were — 

(1.) The printed minutes of the Gener- 
al Assembly of 18G4. 

(2.) Extracts from the Record Book of 
the minutes of tho Session of Pine Street 
Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, certified 
as to correctness, by Capt. W. W. Greene, 
Clerk of Session, which certificate is 
made part of this report. 

(3.) A pamphlet with the following ti- 
tle: “A Memorial of a majority of the 
Ministers and Sessions of St. Louis Pres- 
bytery, to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, assembled in New- 
ark, N. J., May, 1864.’ This Memorial 
was placed in the hands of the Judicial 
Committee of the Assembly, and its state- 
ments were frequently referred to in the 
debates on the case. 

Besides these, the correspondence be- 
tween a portion of the members of the 
Pine Street Church and their pastor, Rev- 
Dr. McPheeters, has been befor the com. 
mittee. 

From the various sources of informa- 
tion, such facts alone have been gathered 
and are here presented, that (so far as 
the committee can judge) were without 
contradiction. And jn the first place, we 
learn from the report of a committee ap- 
pointed by the St. Louis Presbytery “ to 
inquire fully into the condition of the 
Pine Street Church, " which was adopted 
by Presbytery and spread upon its records 
June 30, 1863, that “until the return of 
Dr. M’Pheeters . . . from the General 
Assembly which met in Columbus, Ohio, 
in May, 1862, Pine Street Church, to all 
appearance at least, was harmonious and 
happy !” 

At that General Assembly he felt con- 
strained to oppose the paper presented 
by Rev. II. J. Breckinridge, on the State 
of the Country, and after its adoption he 
joined in an earnest but respectful protest 
against it Because of this opposition, he 
on the floor of the General Assembly — as 
is well known — was branded by a promi- 
nent member of that body as disloyal, 
if not according to the common use of 
that word, yet said that gentleman “ He 
is disloyal in my sense of the word.” This 
was to Dr. McPheeters and to the Pine 
Street Church, the beginning of troubles, 
for even tHe Provost Marshal General of 
Missouri, at the time acting, took so much 
offense at what Dr. McPheeters did in 
that Assembly, that he at one time had 
determined to arrest Dr. McP. on his re- 
turn home. And subsequently, when by 
the military order of Dec. 19, 1862, he was 
forbidden longer to perform the duties of 
pastor to the Pine Street Church, this 
very course of his in the Assembly du- 
ring the May previous was referred to, as 
a reason for the penalty inflicted by the 
order, viz: that “the said McPheeters, 
acting with others of the same denomi- 
nation, has used all the influence of his 
ministerial character to prevent the body 
of the Church with which he is connect- 
I ed for di clnring or manifesting its loyalty 
I to the government.’ 

The second fact in the order of time 
I was, that during the absence of Dr. 
McPheeters from St. Louis, after his re- 
| turn from the Assembly, Mr. G. P. Strong, 
i an elder of the Pine Street Church, had 
j written him a letter, dated June 18th, 

| 1802, and presented to him July 1, 1862. 
This letter was signed by thirty other 
j persons, members of the Pine Street 
Church — (six of whom shortly after with- 
drew their names) — and claimed that 
| they had a right to demand, and did de- 
mand of Dr. McPheeters, as pastor of the 
Pine street Church, his “written opinion 
and personal opinion upon the civil and 
political questions which now agitate 
the nation.” 

That demand made upon him solely a3 
j a minister of the gospel and pastor of a 
j Church, he replied to July 8, 1862, deny- 
ing their right thus to interrogate him, 
and declared that as a matter of princi- 
ple, he could not as a minister of the 
gospel of peace, take part in civil strifes, 
ljuor give expression to his opinions con- 
cerning purely secular questions. 

Time passed on, until Oct. 15, 1862, 
i when some members of Pine St. Church 
! met together and’ organized, by appoint- 
| ing a chairman and clerk, and unani- 
mously resolved that Dr. McPheeters’ an- 
swer of July 8, 1862, was unsatisfactory, 
and that it be returned to him. To this 
Dr. McPheeters replied Nov. 3, 1862. 

He received a reply in the form of a 
military order, dated Dec. 19, 18G2, (the 
original draft of which was written by 



] said Geo. P. Strong, as admitted by him- 
I self,) in which he is “to cease from this 
I date to exercise the functions of his office 
' in the State of Missouri, and with his wife 
j and little ones to be banished to another 
| State, while the books of the Session 
i and keys of the Church are to be placed 
! in the bauds of three men — one of them 
j G. P. Strong — who are ordered to see that 
the “pulpit be filled with a loyal minister 
of the gospel.” 

As the grounds for the issuing of this or 
der, three reasons are assigned. (1.) That 
Dr. M Pheeters had refused to answer 
certain inquiries directed to him by some 
of the members of his Church, in re- 
gard to his political opinions. (2.) That 
he had opposed the adoption of tho pa 
per passed by the Assembly of 1862 — as 
previously mentioned. (3.) And that he 
“has refused to observe, in their obvious 
meaning and intent, the recommenda- 
tions of the President of the United 
States to the various Churches." 

Dec. 28, 1862, the military order was 
modified so as to allow him and his 
family to remain in St. Louis, but still he 
was forbidden, as before, “to exercise tho 
functions of his ollice within the State of 
Missouri.” 

On March 4, 1863, by military permis- 
sion, the books and papers of the Session, 
and the keys of the Church were handed 
back to the Session. 

On the first Sabbath of March, 1863, a 
meeting of the church and congregation 
was announced after sermon, by a strange 
minister. Of this call the Session had no 
previous knowledge. 

March 28, a petition of loss than one- 
third of the members of the Church w»3 
sent to the Session, asking them to 
call a meeting of the church and congre- 
gation. This request was brought before 
Session, and by a vote, laid over for their 
consideration, immediately after the or- 
dinary weekly prayer meeting, April 8. 

The prayer meeting of April 8th closed, 
and as the people were beginning to dis- 
perse, and before the Session had time to 
convene, Mr. Strong publicly notified the 
members of the church and congregation 
that a meeting would be held by them. 
Without any previous public notice that 
such a meeting would be held at that 
time, and without any consent of the Ses- 
sion, and while a request to that intent 
was still pending before Session, a meet- 
ing was at once organized by the appoint- 
ment of a chairman and clerk, and it 
was resolved that a meeting-of the church 
and congregation should bo called — for 
what purpose no mention was made — to 
be held in the lecture ’room, one week 
from that time, or on April 15th. Persons 
were then appointed to give notice accor- 
dingly in the city papers, and to have the 
announcement made in Church on the 
next Sabbath after preaching — if there 
should be any. 

Before the time that that congregation- 
al meeting was to take place tho Presby- 
tery of St. Louis was to meet, and to that 
body the Session of the Pine St. Church 
addressed an inquiry touching the power 
of the members thus to call meetings of 
the church and congregation. 

April 10th, 1863. The Presbytery deci- 
ded that meetings of the church and 
congregation, in reference to spiritual 
matters can only be called by the Session 
or some higher court, yet that they should 
be called in accordance with the Form of 
Government, chap, xv, sec l.when a ma- 
jority of the Church request it. 

April 15. The regular prayer meeting' 
was held, after which the elder, who con- 
ducted the services, read to tho congrega- 
tion the action of Presbytery, deciding the 
meeting called the week previous with- 
out the concurrence of the Session, to be 
unlawful and irregular, and dismissed the 
assembly. All the elders but Mr. Strong, 
and many of the people went home. — 
Three elders, however, returned to wit- 
ness why some persons yet remained. 
Those remaining proceeded to elect a 
chairman and secretary, and the meeting 
thus organized, elected two elders — there 
were seven before — and then also seven 
trustees. 

Two weeks afterward, just as a very 
unexpected and alarming raid had been 
made in South Eastern Missouri, by a 
portion of the Southern army, which it 
was thought intended to attack St. Louis. 
A call for a pro re nata meeting of Presby- 
tery was made by three ministers and 
four elders; three of the elders being in 
one Church, the fourth was thbsaid G. P. 
Strong. This call was not made to con- 
sider the condition of the Pine Street 
Church, nor to act in one matter or an- 
other, if the way be clear, or if the interests 
of the Church demand it, but in unquali- 
fied terms — “to dissolve the pastoral relation 
between that Church and Rev. Samuel 
B. McPheeters, D.D., and' this too, when 
neither the Church, the pastor, nor the 
Session had requested '.hat to be done, 
or desired Presbytery in any way to meet 
in reference to that matter; and when, 
also, the difficulties in the Pine Street 
Church had been distinctly brought be- 
fore the regular spring meeting of Pres- 
bytery that had met just three weeks 
before the call for thopro re nata meeting. 

This pro re nata meeting was held May 
15, 1863, and since Dr. McPheeters was 
forbidden by military authority to attend 
or to appear in his own defence, although 
he had made a personal request of the 
Commanding General, so far to suspend 
his order as to hold him (Dr. Me) guilt- 
less of a military offence in attending 
Presbytery and defending himself ; and 
since, two ministers, supposed to be 
friendly to him, were arrested the day 
before by the military, any expression of 
sympathy for him, though based on 
purely ecclesiastical grounds, was regard- 
ed with suspicion. This and other rea- 
sons, the majority of Presbytery assert, 
prevented many from attending. 

Accordingly, Dr. McPheeters, as he af- 
firmed before the Assembly, in order to 
remove all occasion for his friends going 
to Presbytery, determined to throw the 
responsibility on those who called the 
meeting, and consequently put his re- 
signation in the hands of that body. 
Presbytery accepted the tender and cited 
the Congregation to appear by their Com- 
missioners at the next meeting of Pres- 
bytery — not as the Form of Gov., Chap. 
XVII directs, “ to show cause, if any they 
have, why the Presbytery should not ac- 
cept the resignation,” but to “ respond to 
the resignation of their pastor.’’ The 
Church was further ordered to meet to 
this end May 27, to take action in the 
premises. 

Accordingly, on the evening of May 
27, the Congregation of the Pine Street 
Church met, and was moderated by Rev. 
J. H. Brooks. After considerable discus- 
sion upon various motions, it was resolved j 
by a call of the ayes and noes in a vote 
of 91 to 56 — “that this meeting do not 
agree to, and protest against the dissolu- [ 
tion of the existing relation with the 
Rev. Dr. Samuel B. McPheeters as pastor 
of the Pine Street Church, and that we 
request him to withdraw his resignation ] 
offered to the St. Louis Presbytery. At 
this juncture, as the records of both Pres- 
bytery and the Pine Street Church show, 
a majority having left the house, near 
the hour of midnight, and as they thought 
that matter disposed of, as Geo. P. Strong 
introduced another matter and discussed 
it, wholly foreign to the object for which 
the meeting was called, when suddenly 
i that motion was withdrawn and the mi- 
nority, without reconsidering the previ- 
ous vote, proceeded to elect G. P. Strong 
! as Commissioner of the Church to repre- 



sent it in the Presbytery, and instructed 
him to urge the dissolution of the pas- 
toral relation in the very face of the re- 
solution just adopted by a large majority. 

June 3. St. Louis Presbytery met in 
the Pine Street Church and received Mr. 
Strong as the properly appointed Com- 
missioner of the Church, but as some 
members thought an adjourned meeting, 
not “the next meeting,” as referred to in 
Form of Gov. Chap. XVII, it was conclud- 
ed to adjourn sine die, so as to permit ano- 
ther pro ' re nata meeting to be called to 
further consider the matter. 

Another call was immediately issued 
for a pro rc . nata meeting of Presbytery. 
And with a reference to that meeting, 
tile Pine Street Church and Congregation 
were called together on June 22, and re- 
solved by a large majority that the motion 
appointing G. P. Strong to urge the dis- 
solution of the pastoral relation before 
Presbytery, “does not express the voice 
and wishes of Pino Street Church amt 
Congregation,”' “and unless George P. 
Strong, as the Commissioner of the Con- 
gregation can and will in good faith pre- 
sent and urge upon Presbytery the voice 
and the wishes of the Congregation as 
expressed in the resolution adopted by a 
fair vote of 91 to 56 (May 27) he be re- 
quested to resign his trust as Commis- 
sioner.” 

The second pro rc nata meeting of Presbytery 
in regard to ibis matter, was held June 23, 
1863; and Mr. Strong was again accepted by 
Presbytery as Commissioner, and was permit- 
ted, so the memorialists affirm, to make two 
speeches against his pastor, while be, Dr. 
McPheeters, was not permitted, by military 
disability, to uttsr a syllable in bis defence. 

Nay, still further, Dr. McPheeters, through 
Rev. Dr. Brooks, submitted a piper to Presby- 
tery, in consequence of more mature reflection, 
.,od in Nocoruamm ■- Shea 1 ■ ' his 

Church, as expressed May 2", and again, Juno 
22: asking leave to withdraw his resignation. 
This the Presbytery refused to do, and on tho 
other hand gave him leave to withdraw his 
withdrawal. Then “it was moved that thk 
request of Pine Street Church be granted, and 
the Pastorate relation be dissolved,’’ although it 
was well known the Church was anxious to 
have the relation remain undisturbed. 

The mo ion prevailed by a vote of 11 to V. 
Against this decision, Capt. W. W. Greene, the 
ruling elder representing the Church hi Pres- 
bytery, took an appeal to Sync A 

Synod met in Oct., 1863, and received the 
appeal of Capt. Greene, and declared it to be in 
order, but as some of the parties concerned 
ware not ready for the trial, it was docketed 
and postponed until the next meeting in Oct., 
1S64. 

Dec. 22, 1863, the military disability of D.-. 
M’Pheeters, suspending him from the dis- 
charge of the duties of the ministry, was re- 
moved, and at the request of the committee of 
the Church on supplies, with tho knowledge 
and permission of the military authorities, at 
the request of six out of seven out of the ru- 
linge!ders,and of many others whodesired thus 
to let it be known that the President of the U. 
8. never had any sympathy with this military 
order, he became temporary supply for the 
Pine Street Church. 

Tho order of Gen. Roseerans, enjoining a 
stringent oath as a qualification lor a seat in all 
ecclesiastical courts, held in tho State of Mis- 
souri, was issued March 7, 1861 

The Presbytery of St. Louis, as qualified by 
taking said military oath, met in Kirkwood, 
Missouri, April 6, 1864. 

To that Presbytery Geo. P. Strong, and eight 
others, sent a letter complaining “ that with- 
in the last two or three months, tho Rev. Dr. 
McPheeters has resumed the duties of the pas- 
toral office in Pine St. Church, notwithstanding 
his format dismission front that office at his own 
request, by the action of Presbytery in June 
last.” These nine gentlemen declare further, 
that thoy and others “have been constrained 
to withdraw their confidence from Dr. McP. in 
consequence of the course Jie has pursued 
upon the subject of the existing rebellion.” 
They also charge him with “encouraging a 
revolutionary and contumacious spirit, .... 
in attempting to fill the pastoral office after 
liis regular dismission,” aud ask that he may 
be compelled to respect the decision of Presby- 
tery, and retire from Pine Street Church. 

No evidence was heerd^itt the other side, 
but Geo. P. Strong being present, though not a 
Commissioner, was invited by Presbytery to 
make a speech — so the Prcsbyterial records 
show, as Judge Wood affirms. . 

Tho Presbytery r. solved, that “by action of 
Presbytery June, 1863, thepa»Joral relation be- 
tween Dr. McPheeters and Pino Street Church 
was dissolved," and then declares that that 
“action wa3 taken by Presbytery in tho exer- 
cise of its power to ordain whatever pertains 
to the spiritual welfare of the Churches under 
their care,” and requires the “ former pastor” 
of the Pine Street Church to “cease all connc- 
tiou with that Church , and no longer attempt 
to minister to that congregation.” 

Against that deession of Presbytery, two 
complaiuts were taken to the General Assem- 
bly, one by six of the seven elders of Pine 
Street Church, and thcjjother by Dr. McPhee- 
ters. 

Tho Assembly, after hearing Judge Wood, 
the representative of Session, and Dr. M’Phee- 
ters, as complainants, and Geo. P. Strong for 
seven hours, who was declared by the Mod- 
erator of the Assembly to be a party in the 
case, and the Presbytery of St. Louis, against 
whose action the complaints were made, deci- 
ded not to sustain the complaiuts, by a majori- 
ty of 78. 

The Assembly afterward adopted a minute 
in regard to the case, expressive of tho mind of 
that body in reaching that vote in which it is 
affirmed that tho proceedings of the Presbyte- 
ry of St. Louis, in the case “appear constitu- 
tional aud regular, and so far as they could 
perceive, judicious, equitable, and for the edi- 
fication of the Church.” 

The Assembly, however, seem not satisfied 
with Guch a general declaration touching the 
good behavior of the St. Louis Presbytery, 
but go further, and declare that “ the ques- 
tion of a dissolution of the pastoral relation 
between Dr. McPheeters and tho Pine Streat 
Church, was originally brought in an orderly 
manner before the Presbytery by a petition 
from a minority ofstid Cnur.h.aad a personal 
tender of resignation by the pastor, and after 
all the constitutional steps taken with care 
and deliberation, was decided by the Presby- 
tery acting for the peace and welfare of the 
Church.” 

We object to the decision of the Assembly in 
this matter as unjust aud not in harmony with 
the Constitution of the Church. 

Because it could not conform to constitutional 
regularity to make a call fora pro rc nata meet- 
ing of Presbytery terms andupiTit contrary 
to the Constitution. 

Because it cannot bo regarded as “judicious” 
and “ requitable” for Presbytery to receive a 
Commissioner the Church had never sent; and 
to dissolve a pastoral relation in the name of 
the pastor and the people, which they knew 
neither pastor nor people desired to havo dis- 
solved. 

Because it is manifestly inequitable and ir- 
regular to always admit the testimony and pleas 
of Mr. Strong, whether “technically” a Com- 
missioner or not, and even to predicate a very 
important action, the one from which the com- 
plaints to the Assembly wero taken, on ex parte 
testimony and never to indicate a desire, so far 
as we are aware, to hear a word from the ac- 
cused in reply. 

While Presbytery no doubt has the right — it 
“ being on the ground and conversant with all 
the circumstances of the case,” to arrest in a 
regular and constitutional manner any new 
trouble arising, it manifestly lias no right to 
disregard and ignore an appeal from its own de- 
cisions to a higher court, nor to treat its own 
decisions as final while they are under the con- 
sideration Vif a Superior Court. This, the Pres- 
bytery of St. Louis manifestly did in its action 
April 10, 1864, as found in Minutes of the As- 
sembly, page 311, where it affirms that by vir- 
tue of ita prcvioqj action, June, 1863, “the 
pastoral relation between Dr. McPheeters and 
the Pine Street Church was dissolved and Dr. 
McP. ceased to be pastor of that Church — an l 
speaks of Dr. McPheeters as “ the former pas- 
tor of the Pine Street Church.” 

If the Synod ’of Missouri had dissolved the 
Presbytery of St. Louis, aud an appeal and 
complaint had been taken to the Assembly, 
would the Presbytery regard and speak of the 
action of Synod as a (inalitv before the decision 
of the Assembly hail been rendered ? 

If by “necessity” the whole previous pro- 
ceedings relating to the dissolution of said pas- 
toral relation were brought before the Assem- 
bly, and it was deemed proper by the Assem- 
bly to examine all the previous proceedings in 
the case aud pronounce upon matters.not direct- 
ly in either complaint, why should it pass by 
in silence this first case fully brought before it, 
of Ctesar, attempting to inflict ecclesiastical 
penalties upo minister of the Gospel and a 



Church of Christ. Surely freedom to worship i i z pd wprsinn it. 

God, and tho independence of the Church are COIUl) ., r( ,,l reventv c 
no light matters, and to seem even by silence to : ,i ^ 

• - -- 3 w I them more or less imperi 



Se t s he J aU ? r he hns 

.» nearly all of 
cr. 



'Dual, edit- 

sanction any usurpation of Christ's authority l “ rul mure or le2s ’ Wendt 

| and crown should not be permitted by any I Lowndes’s Bibliographer's ML ‘ed 

court of the Lord Jesus. Has a man no right ! ed by Bohn, is completed by the ei^ 

Jo conscientiously and reapectlully diflor from . part, which contains lists of books prin,. 
i tb0 majority of a given Assembly? Is cvei/ i earnP{ i societies and Drivate cresses 
pastor by virtue of his office bound to given ! y learnea eocleu<3 f na P rlvale I’ ,e?3eS ' 

I written opinion upon every question any- pa- • James Donaldson is writing a history 
rishioner may start? And must days and times j of Christian doctrine and literature to 
set apart by civil or military rulers for religious the Nicene Council. The first volume on 






• $3.03 



j purposes be observed at the peril of a loss of 
office ? 

It is certainly a question of no small iroport- 
j anco to determine whether or not a Presbytery, 
whose first qualification to sit as a spiritual 
court is for each member to take a political test 
oath, at the command of Ctesar, can be in any 
proper sense a free Presbytery. This matter, too, 
the Assembly of 1864 has volunteered to decide, 
and pronounce such an oath-bound meeting a 
“regular and lawful” meeting of Presbytery. 

I* or tli-se and other reasons, we hear our so- . 
lemn testimony against a decision of the As-* 

| sembly, fraught , as we fear, with danger to both 
Ministers and Churches. 

Tho Report on the Assembly’s action 
on Slavery was adopted by the following 
vote : 

Ayes. Ministers — Hopkins, Hill, Dun- 
can, Crowe, Wurts, Wilson, McElroy, Mor- 
rison, Thornton, Cosby and Nourse; El- 
ders — R. V. Sprowl, D. L. Brooks, J. John- 
son, W. Garvin, C. A. Wickliffe, A. R. 
Scott and W. Prather. Nof.s. Ministers — 
McKee, McCrae; Elders — J. A. Miller — 
\yes 20; Noes 3. 

[We have put this action in another 
column.] 

Presbytery then adjourned to meet in 
Bardstown, on the last Wednesday in 
August, at 7i o clock P. M. Closed with 
prayer and the Apostolic Benediction. 

Robert Morrison, Stated Clerk. 



The Greek 



Service In the Episcopal 
Church. 

The Episcopal Recorder does not view 
with so mueh favor the celebration of the 
services of the Greek Church in Trinity 
Chapel as some of the other Episcopal 
journals do.^t says : 

“ But even if there be no idolatry in the 
Greek Church — which is a disputed point 
— we cannot but think that the require 
ments of Christian courtesy, and the 
spirit of the resolution of the General 
Convention, called for no more than the 
offer of the church to the Greeks for 
their worship, in their own way, and by 
themselves. It seems to us that the mat- 
ter of courtesy and of inchoate intercom- 
munion was carried too far, and beyond 
the warrant of the action of the General 
Convention, when a presbyter of the 
church trained the choir of the church 
to the performance of the Greek Litany 
and Mass, and when a large number of 
our clergy attended the service collective- 
ly, and in their gowns. 

For it is in vain to deny the gross prac- 
tical corruptions and superstitions of the 
Greek Church. Even in the doctrine of 
transubstanlialion, how qan any real dif- 
ference between it aifd Rome be main- 
tained, when their -catechism .declares 
that “at the v qiomeiff-ofconseexfttion, the 
bread and whve-^i^. ' ^^£<1 transub- 

n dated into the /„„<4o the 

eery blood of Christ.” In tli^^R#bri;fion of 
the Greek Mass, as we have witnessed it 
at Venice and at Rome, there is more ap- 
pearance of superstition than in the Ro- 
man Church. The elements are not con- 
secrated in the presence of the people, 
but within a sanctuary behind closed 
doors. High honor is paid to the Virgin. 
Such expressions as “ all my hope I place 
in thee, occur frequently in their lita- 
nies. “Preaching is less prominent than 
in the Roman Church." {Herzog s Ency- 
clopedia.) In vestments, and lights, and 
incense — in honors to relics and pictures, 
and in a multitude of symbolical cere- 
monies, they are not a whit behind 
great Western Apostacy. The chjuactAr 
of the great mass o^U^^^pp'n clergy 

-uperstitious 

in 

idolatry, this ^^ioV^Uciurck with"vhich 
we should hasten to es'tqjjlish intercom- 
munion." a 



the Apostolical Fathers is announced. 
The author is to discuss tho genuineness 
of all the early Christian literature, the 
circumstances of the writers, and the 
growth of Christian Theology. 

Mr. James Nichol, of Edinburgh is to 
bring out a series of Puritan Commen- 
taries on the Bible, in crown octavo. Bi- 
shop John King on Jonah (1618); Ed. 
Marburg on Obadiah (1649) ; John Kai- 
nolds, DD., on Obadiah (1613); R. Stook 
and S Torshall (1641) on Malachi; R. 
Bernard on Ruth (1678); and Thomas 
Fuller on the same (1654) are already out, 
making two vols. Attersol on Numbers; 
Rogers on Judges; Cotton on Canticles; 
Perkins on Galations; George on He- 
brews; Dickson on Paul's Epistles — are 
among the volumes in preparation. Three 
volumes are offered to subscribers for 
10s 6d. 

The subject of the Bampton Lectures, 
1864, by Rev. T. D. Bernard, is the Pro- 
gress of Doctrine in the New Testament. 

David Laing’s edition of the works of 
John Knox is completed by the publica- 
tion of tho 6th vol. ; it was begun in 1846. 
A brief biography is added. This edition 
is the only good one. 

Four elaborate volumes on the Book 
of Daniel have been published in Eng- 
land during the last two years, vindicat- 
ing its authenticity: Inspiration of the Book 
of Daniel, by W. Boyle; Genuineness of the 
Book of Daniel, by J. C. W alter; Authen- 
ticity of the Book of Daniel, by J, M. Fuller; 
Daniel the Prophet, by G. B. Pusey. Dr. 
Pusey's book is very full and thorough 

The remarkable library of Mr. Offer is 
to be sold at auction. His collection of 
early printed Bibles is one of the most 
celebrated. For forty years he was pre- 
paring a History of the English Bible, 
with numerous facsimiles, which was 
never completed. His edition of Bunyan 
is well known. 

There are now in the imperial library 
of France two million printed works, 
two hundred thousand manuscripts, three 
million engravings, and above five hun- 
dred thousand maps, plans, views, <fcc. ; 
furthermore, a museum of rare coins and 
medals. Any person may read any work 
it contains and take notes without ask- 
ing permission, and on giving his name 
and address, may borrow any work he 
may wish to study at home. The process 
of cataloguing this vast collection goes 
on steadily, but with very little approach 
to a termination, so constant is the influx 
of fresh material. 

Rev. Wm. L. Thornton, one of the most 
distinguished ministers of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, and the recently elect- 
ed President of the Conference, died, 
very suddenly, on Sabbath, the 5th lust., 
at his late residence in Hackney Downs, 
London. 



MARRIED, 

In Henderson, on Wednesday, 5th inst., at 
the residence of the bride’s mother, Mrs. Elijah 
Pqsey, by Rev. J. Woodbridge, Mr. Cokneuus 
Baii.ky of Henderson county, and Miss Eliza 
M. 1’oset. 



Obituary notices will be inserted only upon the 
following terms, viz : Not exceeding ten lines 

gratis. All over ten tines, ten cents per line- 
payment in advance . 



AMERICAN RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 



Presbyterian. 

Ilov. Elisha P. Swift, D.D., senior pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Alle- 
gheny City, Pa., 'died suddenly at his 
home, on Monday morning, April 3d, in 
the seventy-third year of his age. 

Rev. Shephard K. Kollock, D.D. . died 
in Philadelphia, on Friday, the 7th of 
April, in tho seventieth year of his age. 

Rev. Ezekial Forman has received and 
accepted a call from the Church at Wal- 
nut Hill, Presbytery of West Lexington. 

Rev. A. A. E. Taylor, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Dubuque, Iowa, 
has received a call from the Bridge Street 
Presbyterian Church, Georgetown, D. D., 
which it is believed he will accept. 



Miscellaneous. 

Rev. Daniel Lord, pastor of the Re- 
formed Dutch Church of Mohawk, N. Y., 
having received a second unanimous call 
from the South Church of Bridgeport, 
Conn., has accepted the sapao, and will be 
installed in a few days. 

Rev. Henry C. Fish, DD., of Newark, 
has received a call to the pastorate of the 
Tabernacle Baptist Church in Phila- 
delphia. 

Rev. Dr. Ilardenburgh has received 
and accepted a call from the Reformed 
Dutch Church of Fordham, Westchester 
County, N. Y. 

Rev. Dr. Gannett is the senior pastor 
in active service in Boston, having been 
ordained colleague with Dr. Channing, 
Juno 30, 1824. 

Rev. Dr. Ripley, one of the ablest pro- 
fessors in the Newton (Baptist) Theolog- 
ical Seminary, Massachusetts, has gone 
to Savannah, Georgia, to engage in the 
work of training the freedmen t« be- 
come ministers of the Gospel among 
their own people, and to superintend the 
organizing of churches among freedmen. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson stated in a re- 
cent lecture that American talent is su- 
perior to English. He added : “American 
genius finds its comprehensiveness in the 
negro soldier, who dies in the trenches 
with his musket in one hand and his 
spelling-book in the other.” 

Hours at Home. — A new Literary and 
Religious Monthly, under the title Hours 
at Home, is about to be issued in New 
York by Charles Scribner & Co., under 
i the editorship of Rev. J. M. Sherwood. 
The price will be $3 a year. 

Miss Whately writes to the Notes and 
] Queries that Mr. Fitzpatrick’s Life of her 
father, Archbishop Whately, was written 
“ without the knowledge or sanction of 
any of his family,” and contains “many 
repartees and jokes never uttered by 
him. ” 

Professor Goldwin Smith has in press a 
Short History of England down to the Re- 
formation, to be published by Macmillan. 

Mr. Francis Fry is preparing for publi- 
cation a description of the Great English 
Bible, 1530, the Cranmer Bibles, 1540, 
1541, and the large folios of the author- 



DIED, 

The lato John Pool Kerb, of Dubuque, Iowa. 

The subject of this' sketch was a native of 
Sanquhar, Scotland, and born 26th of Mat - , 1807. 
Al .the early age of twelve, he emigrated with 
Ci* father, George Kerr, to the United States of 
^America. He resided some time in Philadelphia, 
Penn., from whence he moved with his family 
to Virginia, thence to North Carolina, and after- 
wards to Alabama. There he was married on 
the 20th d ry of March, 1834, to Sarah II. Webb, 
of North Carolina, who now survives him. — 
Thirty years of his life in Alabama was spent 
in the occupation of a dry goods merchant. 
During a very considerable portion of this time 
and up to the period of his removal to Iowa, he 
held the office of ruling elder in the Old School 
Presbyterian Church at Greensboro. lie made 
Dubuque his home on the 1st day of May, 1857, 
and here he died of bilious pneumonia on the 
4th day of Apri) r .in the 58th year of his age. 

Mr. K. was a remarkably sincere and true 
man, possessed great energy of character, and 
accomplished mueh during a long, active and 
successful life. Unusually warm hearted and 
generous, his heart and hand wero ever respons- 
ive to the appeals of charity. As a neighbor, 
his kindness and hospitality won the attach- 
ment of those about him. But it was in the 
retirement of the family circle that tho highest 
virtues of his manhood were conspicuous. Affec- 
tionate, loving and devoted, he was all that a 
husbaud and lather could be to the faithful wife 
and interesting children, who now miss the 
genial sunlight of his presence. Deeply religi- 
ous in his feelings and opinions, with a disposi- 
tion naturally impulsive, and acting from strong 
convictions, his Christian character was clear 
and consistent. On the near approach of death, 
which, at the time, was unknown to himself 
and not apprehended by the family, his 
thoughts seemed to turn wholly in loving kind- 
ness to those whom he had thus far led in life. 
His frequent expressions of grateful admiration 
to the assiduous companion at his side will ever 
linger in her memory among the hallowed inci- 
dents of a long and happy union. His children 
he commended to their Heavenly Father, urg 
ing them personally to become true and early 
Christians. The last distinct utterance he made 
was, “ God is good. ” He now sleeps quietly in 
Linwood Cemetery, on a beautiful blulT, over- 
looking the Father of Waters. His bereaved fa- 
mily no longer look up to him for love, counsel 
and guidance. Human consolation avails them 
but little. With our sincerest sympathies we 
can leave them to Him who comforted the 
mourning house at Bethany, and tho kindly 
healing hand of time. A. M. 
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Eev h dm v:‘“ a, “ u u 

History „ Jubigno, 3 vols., 

Calvin, by- ***•■" 

Last Times, by 'cDufT, 

Prophet of Fire, by a. 

Sunsets r*n Hebrew Mouru 

Patriarchal Shadows, by Wins^ r »] 

Human Sadness* by B 

Juvenilis. 

Abbott's American Histories, C vols $(J.GP 

The Percy Family, 5 vols., 5.00 

Walter’s Tour in the East, 4 vols, 4.00 

The Florence Stories, 0 vols, 0.00 

Arthur’s Home Stories, 3 vols, 3.00 

Brighthope Series, 5 vols, 4 00 

Georgey's Menagerie, 6 vols, 4.00 

Aunt Mary’s Library. 0 vols 2.50 

Stories of old, Bible Narratives for Young 
Children, by Caroline Hadley, 2 vols. 

U, f 

The Night Clip Stories, 6 vols 

Aim well Stories, 6 vols, 

The Leslie Stories, 4 vols 

Mamma’s Talks with Charlie, 

For sale by A. DAVI DSON, 

303, Third Street, Louisville, Ky. 

Notice to Undertakers, 
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DEPARTl’KE OF TRAINS. 

Louisville and Nashville Railroad. 

Nushville Passenger Train 7.0<» A. M. 

Lebanon Train 7:n0 A. M. 

Bardstown Train 2:0 * P. M. 

Louisville and Franktort and Lexington 
and Frankfort Railroad. 

Expr S3 Train 6-.W A. M. 

•* “ 2:20 P. M. 

Accommodation Train 4:50 P. 31. 

Louisville, New Albany and Chicago Rail 
road. 

Chicago Express 9:30 A. 3T. 

St. Louis Night Express 9:20 A. M. 

Jeffersonville Railroad. 

Cincinnati Express 2:2-5 P. M. 

St. Louis Express 9:00 P. M. 



S L A Y Ell Y , 

AS RECOGNIZED IN TI1E 

MOSAIC CIVIL LAW, 

Recognized Also, and Allowed in the 

Abrakamic, Mosaic and Christian Church, 

Being one of a Series of Sabbath Evening 
Discourses on the Laws of Moses, 

BY REV. STUART ROBINSON. 

For sale by A. Davidson, 303 Third street, 
Louisville. — Price 50 Cents. It will be sent by 
mail pre-paid, on receipt of the price. 



PEA FOWL PLUMES WANTED. 

W E will pay the highest Cash price for PEA 
FOWL PLUMES. The earliest delivery, 
and largest aud fullest, and best handled 
Plumes, will command the best price. 

Also— FLY BRUSHES. 

SHERRILL, DAVIS & CO., 

No. 215, E. 8. Fourth St. bet. Main & Market, 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 

April 8— tf. 



e.cmre iu announcing to the Un- 
of Kentucky, Indiana, Ten- 
u-sis, M u ssippi, Alabama and 
Louisiana, that iu addiiitrj>v for 

the sale of I. C. Shulers A juml^HAratod. 

airtight, galvanized wrought iron rackets and 
Cases, which for lightness, elegance of etylo 
and richness of linbh nnd chnatucss of mount- 
ing, excel all other burial Ca^es. ever offered 
qi the public; we have concluded an arrange- 
ment with W. M. Raymond & Co , of New 
Y<>rk, whereby wc can supply undertakers iu 
tho above named States with Caskets and C -aes 
from their manufactory, at the current New 
York prices, with cost of transportation added; 
which is about 10 per cent less than any other 
Metallic Burial Case can be procured for. 
Tho Cases of W. M. Raymond & Company’s 
mnuuiacture possess great advantages over any 
other cast metal Cities in neatness of finish 
no d in having a flange covering the cement 
joint entirely from view; thereby protecting 
the clothing from tbeviojurious effects of the 
cement oozing out of the joint, which every 
undertaker knows is a great objection to the 
Metallic Cases in common use in this part of tho 
country. With our pseseut armngeinepts wo 
cau make it to the interest of Undertakers to . 
purchase their Metallic Cases from us. We 
are the only house in the United Slates which 
can furnish tho trade with the goods of both 
these celebrated manufacturer^ at such low 
prict*. 

Wo hardly deem it nccessnrv at this day to 
notice the superiority of the Metallic C^ses over 
any wooden box that can bo made in imitation 
of them; in which the remains are floating in 
water after the first rain that falls after inter- 
ment, often for months, and in many instances 
for years, to say nothing of the decay of wood, 
which renders the removal of remains an im- 
possibility, should it become necessary. 

We also keen on hand a general assortment 
of wooden coffins, aud are prepared to attend 
all funeral calls in city orw country by day or 
night. KING & OWEN, 

South-east corner of Jefferson and Third 
streets, Louisville, Ky. 

March 9tli, 1865. 

Rare an'd Valuable Books. 

The Complete Works of Rev. Ralph Er3 • 

kino, 2 vols. Folio, $18.00 

Magee on the Atonement, 2 vole, 6.00 

Wiisius on the Covenants, 2 vols, 4.00 

The same in 3 vols, 5.00 

Romaine’a complete Works, 8 vols, 8.00 

Hunter’s Sacred Biography, G v »ls 6.00 

k. Treatise on Christian Doctrine bv John 

Milton, ' &.OV 

Observations* on Various Passages of 
Scripture, by Rev. Thomas Harmer, 

4 vols, 8.50 

An Essay on the Doctrine of the Trinity, 

by Rev. James Kidd, A. M ■ 2.50 

An exposition of the Prophet Ezekiel, by 

Rev. Wm. Greenhill, 7.50 

Analecta Theologica : A Critical Philogi- 
cal and Excgetical Commentary on 
the New Testament, adapted to the 
Greek Text, by Rev. William Trollope, 

2 vols, 5*00 

Contemplations on the Historical Pas- 
sages of the Old and New Testaments, 
by Joseph Hall, D. D., 3 vol. % mor,... 0.00 

Sermons on eeveral important subjects 
connected with the Gospel of Christ, 
by Rev. Robert Lovett, A. B., Chap- 
lain to the British Embassy at Paris,... 2.00 

Works of Bishop Cranmer, 2 vols, 4.00 

Works of Bishop Jewell, 3 vols, 6.00 

Works of Thomas Becon. 3 vols, 6.00 

Works of Bishop Ridley, 1 vol, 1.50 

Works of Bishop Coverdale, 1 vol, 1.50 

Works of Bishop Pilkington, 1 vol, 1.50 

Bullinger’a Decades, 1-60 

Zurich Letters — 2d Series, 1*50 

For sale by A. DAVIDSON, 

Louisville, Ky. 

HALLS JOURNAL OF HEALTH 

CONTENTS OF 

JANUARY, FEBRUARY. ’ MARCH. 

Curing Gold., Hair rrnatment, Neuralgia. 

Iironsideration, (’old M* - k Headache, 

Weak Eves. Sleeplessness, P fvate Thli g* 

Winter Shoes, Etniog Wisely, You»h wl Vice, 

Erect Position, Sour stoma- h. Rheumatism, 

Bites and Burns, Wearing Flaonol, Nureioic Hints, 

Ice (hire, Costiveness, Coffee Prinking, 

Fruits Healthful, Dyspepsia, Catarrh. 

Hall’s Journal of Health, New York, SI 60 yearly. 
Three Months, 50 cts. aprO 



D. C. HEISKELL, 

MERCHANT TAILOR, 

No. 509, Main-street, opposite the Galt 
House, 

LOUISVILLE, ICY. * 

March 23. tf ___ 



BRITISH PERIODICALS, 

VIZ: 

THE LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW, (Conacrra. 

TnE EDINBURGH REVIEW (Whig). 

THE WESTMINISTER REVIEW (Radial). 

TI1K NORTH BRITISH REVIEW (Free, Ofiurch). 

AND 

BLACKWOOD S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE (Tory) 

Tho American Publishers continue to reprint the 
above- nimed Periodicals, but as the c st of print ng 
hits rorcLED, tho pri o of paper nearly T3SBLEP, and 
taxes, duties license etc.. I incly lucres** l, they ard 
compelled to a Ivan re their terms as follows .* 

TERMS FOR 1SG3 

Per (itmum. 

For any oho Of tho Reviowa ?4 DO 

For any two of tlio Rovfow-a 7 00 

For any throo of tho Roviow. — 10 OO 

For all four of tho Reviowa - 1* OO 

For Blackwood’s Magazine 4 00 

For Blackwood and ouo Review 7 00 

For Blackwood and'any two of tho Reviowalo OO 
For Blackwood and lhr~- of Hie R--viowa...l3 00 
For Blackw ood and the four Reviews 15 00 

The“works will ho print ,'! on a yred/;, improved ,/uaH- 
tu of never, and while nearly all American Periodicals 
aro either advanced In price or rein oJ in sizo-and 
v. rv p.n.r . 1 1 v hath— wo ah, ill continue to give laitlifnl 

conics of all the matter contained in the original edi- 
tion. ll-uc". our pr- sent prices will he found as che ip 
for the amonir of m tiler famished, a, thosj ol any 
of tb. competing pe.lodical. in this country 

Compared with the cost of tit" original editi ,n«, which 
at the present premium on gold would he about 8 ,IV >a 

year, our prices ($15) at x e.dingly low Add t t 

the fact that unmake our annual payments to the Brit- 
ish Publisherefor .nrly sheets and copy right in GoM — 
ai co-Rim' mat this tine l.l.in.. IS 5) marly S-’.oO in 

currency— and wo trust mat in the ,ctle wo have 
adopted wo shall ho entirely justitted by our subscribers 
and the reading public. \ 

The interest of thesi Periodical* to American r aders 
is rather loereas-d ch .n diutiuish si hy the article, they 
contain on onr Cteil War, and though sometimes tl ged 
W.th prejudice, the-.* ui ty •till, considering their gr at 
ability and the different stand-points lrotn which thoy 
no written, bo read and studied with advantage by tho 
pooplo of this country, of ever, cre.d and parly. 

THE FOUR REVIEWS FOR 1SG3. 

A few conies of the above remain on hand, and will 
be sold at So for lire whole four, or 32 for any ono. 

Wc also publish 

THE FARMER’S GUIDE 

By Hexrt SrcpiirNs, F. R. 8.. of Edinburgh, and the 

late J. P. Noaroy, of Yale Colleg,. 2 vol. Royal Octa. 
vo, 1600 pages aud n umaron, Engravings. 

PRICE S7 for the two Volumes — by Mail, post paid, $3. 

LEONARD SOOTT & CO., Publisher, 

No. 38 Walker Street, Now York. 
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.1 Peter Lange, 
Theology in the 
Translated from 
.id German Edition, with addi- 
..ons, original and selected. By Phil- 
ip Schaff, D.D. New York : Charles 
Scribner & Co. 

This is the first instalment in English 
of a Commentary on the Holy Scriptures , 
Critical, Doctrinal, and Uomiletical, a 
work of vast proportions, by the learned 
German Professor and his coadjutors, to 
be translated and still furthercnlarged by 
Dr. Sehaff and his staff of translators and 
commentators in the United States; to 
be in fact a grand cyclopoedia of modern 
commentary, constructed on the plan of 
combined labor somewhat after the 
fashion of Kitto’s and Dr. Wm. Smith’s 
Bible Dictionaries. 

Three editions of this large volume 
have already been sold in this country ; 
v , li’ ’i would indicate a strong desire 
hl -n i> of the people for that 

t.r: hus knowledge which is de- 
rived directly ; om the exposition of the 
Holy Scripture-. In noticing this book 
we desire to point out in a brief para- 
graph or two, what the younger clergy 
and students may expect to get in re- 
turn for their money in purchasing this 
volume ; for few of this class have mon- 
ey to spare for books that they do not 
need, however great the popularity of 
them. 

In the first place they will find three 
distinct and separate comments : — one, 
critical, after the fashion of Bloomfield; 
second, doctrinal and ethical, after the 
fashion of Scott, Whitby or Clark ; and 
thirdly, homiletical, that is suggestive 
of themes for sermons and discourses 
after the fashion of the pious and labo- 
rious Simeon. All three of these, are 
treated in tho peculiarly exhaustive 
style of the German Professors. So far 
as we have examined it, the critical com- 
ment is every way admirable and com- 
plete. The doctrinal is, perhaps, as ex- 
cellent as could be devised from the pe- 
culiar stand point of an Evangelical 
German Doctor, having none of the de- 
nominational partialities common among 
English speaking Christians. Its chict 
delect, in the opinion of British and 
American students will probably be found 
to be the somewhat vague and nobulous 
statements of many doctrinal truths, a 
a defect inseparable from the semi-eras- 
tian ohurchism or rather no churchism of 
German Christians. Dr. Schaff and his 
co-laborers indeed regard this as the pe- 
culiar excellence of the work, that it is 
undenominational. Whether that is re- 
ally a recommendation may well be 
doubted, especially when the question 
relates to a commentary explicitly claim- 
ing to be doctrinal. Still Dr. Lange is 
eminently suggestive and interesting in 
this department of his work, and well 
worthy the student’s earnest attention, 
whether he can accept many of his doc- 
trinal teachings or not. 

The homiletical department of the 
Commentary is thoroughly German in 
its suggestions, and founded upon the 
German Evangelical conception of 
preaching, as illustrated in Dr. Krum- 
macher’s very popular books. Its sugges- 
tions and inferences from the text gener- 
ally indicate a man of genius a well as 
profound learning. Sometimes they are 
fanciful in the extreme, and not very- 
consistent with Dr. Lange’s very ortho 
dox and noble statement of the true na- 
ture of preaching in the introduction. 
But these fancies will lead no young 
minister astray, save here and there one 
of the fanciful sort who in the phrase of 
the common people are “ hard to spoil.” 
While on the other hand the wonderful 
fruitfulness of Dr. Lange’s mind, over 
and above all his fancies, render his 
thoughts eminently suggestive. Then 
also the suggestions aud selections from 
eminent ancient and modern commenta- 
tors and preachers, by a man of Dr. 
Schaff’s genius and culture makes this 
one of the richest repositories of scrip- 
ture thought to be found in the lan- 
guage. 

True it is appalling to think of the 
ponderous bulk and vast cost of a com- 
mentary on the whole Bible at the rate 
of 565 pages of royal octavo double 
column, at 85, on the single gospel of 
St. Matthew. But in this case the ad 
^ vantage to the student is that tho vol 
’ utnc is, in itself, a complete book, and 
he may supply himseif, according to his 
means, with such portions of the com- 
mentary as he feels tho need of most. 

Dr. Lange’s volume on Matthew will 
doubtless prove one of the most impor- 
tant of the whole series of volumes, be- 
cause of his original conception of the 
relative position of this gospel in the 
evangelical history. Hitherto, the gen- 
erally accepted position of St. Matthew’s 
gospel has been in accordance with the 
symbolizing of Irentcus and Jerome as 
expressed in the Latin hymn, which 
appropriated Ezekiel’s vision of tho four- 
fold living creature to the four Evan- 
gelists ; to Matthew tho symbol of the 
man, to Mark the lion, to Luke the ox 
or sacrificial bullock; to John the eagle. 
Saith the Old Latin Hymn after de- 
scribing Ezekiel’s fourfold living cre- 
ture : 

“Formr.e formant figurarum 
Formas Evangel ietarum 
Quorum imber doctrinaruin 
Siillat in ecclesia. 

Hi sunt Marcus et Malthcus 
Lucas et quern Zebidseus 
Pater misit tibi, Deus, 

Dutn laxaret retia 
Formam viridant Matlheo 
Quia scripsit sic de deo 
Sic ut descendit'ab eo 
Quem plasnmvit homino. 

Lucas bos cst in fiyura 
Ut pnernonstrat in seriptura 
Iiostiarura tangens jura 
Legis sub velamine,” &<*, 

But Dr. Lange reversing this theory 
of Irenaeus and the Fathers conceives 
of Matthew as symbolized by the ox • 
being pre-eminently the history of the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament, by the 
sacrificial suffering and death of Christ. 
Luke is symbolized by the figure of a 
man ; being the history the perfect 
humanity of Jesus 

It will be perceived at oe that, in 
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EvE.UNGS WITH THE BlltLE AND SCIENCE.-— 

By J. B. Sewal. 12mo pp. 151. Boston: 

Crosby & Ainsworth. Louisville : A. 

Davidson. Price 81.00. 

This little volume contains five brief 
essays upon the points at issue in the 
great debate between the Church and 
scientific skeptical criticism, and supplies 
an important desideratum in the litera- 
ture of the common reader, and yet will 
be found interesting and instructive to 
those who have given previous attention 
to these questions. It begins with a com- 
parative view of Biblical and Geological 
testimony, concerning the antiquity of 
man, and points out, the singular har- 
mony between them ; showing that their 
apparent contradictions are the result of 
false readings of one or the other. In 
the second lecture, these testimonies are 
considered with reference to the order 
and chronology of creation, and the fact 
developed, that while for a time they ap- 
peared contradictory, they have at last 
been perfectly reconciled and all cavils 
silenced. The subject of the third lecture: 
the Noachian Deluge, by rationalists re- 
solved into a mere myth and poetical le- 
gend of early Hebrew history and de- 
clared inconsistent with the facts of Geo- 
logy, is here shown not only not to be 
inconsistent with these facts, but ren- 
dered more probable by them, and that 
they, if taken in connexion with cor- 
roborating testimonies converging from 
many other quarters and from remote 
ages, conclusively establish its historic 
verity. The fourth lecture treats of the 
wonderful eoincedences between the sym- 
bolic inscriptions and paintings upon the 
temples, tombs and monuments of Egypt, 
and how, strangely enough, these wit- 
nesses of the truth of Divine inspiration, 
dumb for ages, providentially have been 
made to utter a convincing testimony in 
this 19th century to the confusion of 
skeptical critics. In the fifth and closing 
lecture, the author touches upon the ob- 
jections urged against the plenary inspi- 
ration of the Pentateuch by Golenso, 
and exposes with much ability their ab- 
surd and puerile character. It is to be 
regretted that the author declines to no- ! logical Review, 
tice the impeachment of the ethics of the ] upon our table. 
Pentateuch by Colenso, who, upon the lows, viz Th< 
ground of the assumed injustice and -byqPbilip tjehai 
wickedness of the Mosaic Slave Code, de- cond Ad 
nies the plenary inspiration of the Pen- Mi’sSiotm 
tateuch, which, if granted, overthrows [ Islands., 
the authority of the whole Word of 



Sutton, Weather, 

There was no j Williams of Caldwell, and Williams of 
| longer any danger of that. They dare Scotland — 25. 

I not do it. He deprecated incorporating Noes — Messrs. Barr, Drake, Fulker- 

, in the Constitution a provision that son, Gamble, Henderson, King, Linton, 
she has laid the whole cooking portion o 1 would mar and dlsgriuse' it. McPherson, Swearingen, and Switzler 

" I I -- --- ’ 10 . 



the human family under obligations in 
thus giving to the public so many valu- 
able receipts for so small a sum. 

The Eclectic Magazine oe Foreign 
Literature, for April, has been received. 

[ This number contains nineteen selected 
I articles from the various Foreign Reviews, 
besides several pages of poetry, book no- 
tices, and other interesting reading mat- 
ter. It is embellished by a likeness of 
Prof. Goldwin Smith, who has figured 
much of late in the newspapers of the 



Mr. Switzler said that, in the discus- | 
sion of so important a question as the 
elective franchise, lie felt greatly em- 
barrassed by the ten minute rule.teln- 
deed he could not under that rulTais- 
cu.ss the third section, but he could de- 
nounce it. This he intended to do. On 
a former occasion, when this question 
was first brought to the attention of the 
Convention, lie had had the honor of 
th the views -which he 



So the amendment was agreed to. 

This Constitution will be submitted 
to vote and as it contains much that is 
otherwise obnoxious, it may yet bo de- 
feated. 

Tlic Clergy anil Politics. 

Under this caption, we find a remark- 



ed absurd ; and they may treat it with about their good government ” and their 
levity,— perhaps with great contempt, “good President," and their “helv 
Let them not smile. Let them not mock, cause.” They tell him about the on 
Let them not refuse to listen. With the pr essors, tho robbers, the murd mer- of 
deepest seriousness, and the profound- j the South. They tell him and assure 
est conviction that I utter truth, I pre- him, that tho withdrawal of the South 
fer the charge against them. What are ern States from the Federal Union is 
the elements of fanaticism ? Let us see, I a “ most causeless, wicked and atrocious 



submitting at len^ ... 

then and now entertained in regard to I ably able speech delivered in Greens 
it. He arose now, not to recapitulate the i burg, Pa., by Rev. Wm. M’Miehael, a 
country, as tho staunch advocate of the arguments and documentary citations lie Dien) hcr of the Presbytery of Clarion 
anti-slavery dogmas of the present day. j Bicu submitted to 
The “life”-likeness of Professor Goldwin 



Smith does not convey to our mind the 
brilliant intellect, which his admirers 
claim for him. But we cannot always 
judge of a man by his picture. 

Address W. H. Bidivell, No 5 Beek- 
man Street, New York. Terms 85 a year. 
Or A. Davidson, who is authorized to 
receive subscriptions for this Magazine. 



The North British Review, for Febru 
ary has come to hand. It contains the 
following articles, viz: 1. The Rise and 
Progress of the Scottish Tourist. 2. Epi- 
grams. 3. Spain. 4. Tests in the English 
Universities. 5. Topography of the Chain 
of Mont Blanc. C. Essays in Criticism. 
7. The Holy Roman Empire. 8. John 
Leech. 

Address Leonard SeottisCo , 38 Walker 
Street, New York. • 



the Convention and , T . . f 

. i . .i , , „ It is a learlul indictment against the po- 

the country, but, as the vote on the .... b . . 1 

whole article was about being taken, in 
a summary manner to express his con- 
demnation of the iniquity the Conven- 
tion intended to perpetrate. Not so much 
to argue the question, as to express 
what, in his opinion, will in future be 
tl e judgment of the people on the labors 

of this . body, by those who are to come i most fanatical in its fanaticism 
after us. lie oould not regard this ar- : Tho h ; 3 ono of t len tl 

tide on the mstranchtsement of rebels, j , 

it now Hltads enrolled as anything and we have room for only a few short 
else than a conspiracy against the peace, : extracts. The speaker charges first, that 
population, aud prosperity of the State, j the clergy have not only inculcated pol- 



litical preaching, so common during the 
past four years. We presume Mr. M’Mi- 
c-hael has had abundant proof of all the 
charges preferred against these political 
preachers, belonging as he docs, to a 
Synod which has not been behind the 



Blackwood’s Magazine, for March, has 
been laid upon our table, containing the 
following articles, viz : 1. The Right Hon- 
orable William Gladstone, MP., Part II. 
2. William Blake. 3. Miss Marjoribanks, 
Part II. 4. Sir E. Bulwer Lytton’s Poems. 
5. Guy Neville’s Ghost. 0. Etoniana, An- 
cient and Modern, Part II. 7. The Tuft 
Hunter. 8. Piccadilly: An Episode of 
Contemporaneous Autobiography, Part 1. 

Address Leonard Scott&Co., 38 Walker 
Street, New York. Terms $4 a year. 
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Freaks on the Fells; or Three ’1 
Rustication. And Why I did not . ail 
a Sailor. By R. M. Ballantine, author of 
“The Wild Man of the West. ’ With 
Illustrations. 12rno. pp. 379. Boston: 
Crosby Ainsworth. Louisville . A. 
Davidson. Price 81.50. 

We have in this hook what might he j 
termed home adventures, rather » I . . n atl- I 
ventures abroad. Mr. Sudberry, L ' 
merchant, is described to us 
peculiar in all his habits,, whet;.*-. '**■ ! 
domestic circle or in the mercantile 
lishmeut of Sudberry & Co.; and beii.. 
withal somewhat romantic in his notions, j 
selected a wild spot in the Highlands of | 
Scotland for a three months’ rustication. I 
This selection greatly disturbed the nerv- : 
ous or rather weak mind of Mrs. Sudberry, | 
who had hitherto believed that the people i 
in the. Highlands were only half civilized, j 
and greatly shocked her sense of proprie- 1 
ty, that she might bo called upon to j 
mingle with such people, especially those I 
of them who still wore the “ Kijt." But ! 
Mr. Sudberry was a man not easily per- j 
suaded, nnd as he had evidently made j 
up his mind to try a three months’ in the 
Highlands, Mrs. S. acquiesced in the su- 
perior judgement of her husband. 

The chief attraction of this wiki spot j 
to Mr. Sudberry was its hunting- and fish- 
ing, sports which he, as a “Cockney,” 
thought he would enjoy ; and further 
that it would bo of great advantage to 
his sons and daughters to breathe the 
pure air of that country. 

The hunting and fishing did not afford 
that unalloyed pleasure, which it premia 
ed to the imagination of Sir. S , and he 
soon found, that “sport” in the High- 
lands was obtained under many difficul- 
ties. 



The American Presbyterian and Theo- 
for April, has been laid 
Its contents are as fol- 
Westminster Assembly, 
^D. The Messiah's Se- 
Edwin F. Hatfield, DD 
at the Hawaiin 

' f 

-wfhent of the Primi- 
ge Sidney Camp, Esq. 
Candace, cts viii: 27, by J. C. M. 
Laurent. The Hymns of the Church. 
Schelling on the characteristics of the 
different Christian Churches. Duns Sco- 
tus, as a Theologian and Philosopher, 
Exegises of Romans ii: 8 and Phil ii. 10. 
Criticism of Books and other Theological 
and Literary Intelligence. 

We may notice some of the articles at 
length in our next issue. 



Godey’s Lady’s Book, for May, has come 
hand. It is the best magazine of its 
pub lished in the country, and those 

who desire to be well post- 

in would do well 

e. literature of Go- 
rnoTTjectionable. 

' i ' Godey, Philadelphia. 

Term i v * : 



The Lady 



Entertaining this conviction, he thus 
denounced it. If it be adopted, it will be 
to this Convention the seal of legisla- 
tive infamy ; an act that will deserve, 
as he doubted not it would receive, the 
reprobation of posterity ; nor did he be- 
lieve we would have to wait for this 
judgment upon posterity. Pass it, and 
instead of our being indorsed by the 
plaudits and approval of an honest and 
loyal constituency, we will merit their 
execrations, lie could not vote for the 
amendment of tho gentleman from Da- 
viess (Mr. Folmsbce), nor for the third 
section. They are unprecedented in his- 
tory, and are based upou a spirit of 
vengeance and in passion. No historian 
in that body could point, in all the re- 
bellions of the past, in any country of 
the world, to vuch iniquitous legislation 
as this. 

We are wiser, holier, more loyal than 
our ancestors — more loyal than the men, 
who, fresh from the battle field of the 
Revolution, met in Philadelphia, in the 
Federal Convention of 1787, and there 
laid broad and deep the foundations of 
this beautiful framework of government. 
Notwithstanding' the grea' temptation 
to excesses in that direction, growing 
out of the petfidy and treason of the 
Tories, they were not disfranchised by 
our forefathers, but were permitted to 
vote, hold office, preach and solemnize 
marriages. Who ever charged the mem- 
bers of that Convention of being Tory 
sympathizers ? Yet it is proposed by 
the Convention of Missouri that every 
man, who in 1861, or at any time, was 
misled i 
governn, 
at stake 
cant or 
shall be 
poll- by 
Tl coreli 



Why I did not become a Sailor, is an in- 
teresting story, and will be read with in- 
terest by all the boys who delight in the 
marvelous. 



tend. — A Monthly Maga 
zine of Literature and Fashion. Edited 
by Mrs. Henry Peterson. Published by 
Deacon & Peterson, Philadelphia. Terms 
82.50 a year. 

For the Frt-e Christian Oominc<n««alth. 

State anil Church. 

The Constitutional Convention has 
' embodied in the new Constitution of 
Missouri a section requiring clergymen 
j and teachers of religion to take an oath 
; before they exercise the functions of 
| their office. We cannot tell at this time, 
j in what light th^s will be regarded by 
j the majority of the church, but to us it 
i-cems as if it were an infringement o( 
j religious liberty. If all the inhabitants 
of this State were put upon an equal 
; footing — if the merchant, manufacturer, 

| lawyer, physician, mechanic and laborer 
| were required to qualify themselves be- 
j fore pursuing their calling, some apo- 
logy might arise therefrom for includ- 
ing the divine ; but to select from among 
all classes the minister of God and com- 
Way to pel him to submit to requiremenfs be- 
fore allowing him to proclaim the gospel 
of peace, teems to be not only atroci- 
i ous, but to indicate a design to curtail 
! religious freedom. 

The debates as published explain this 
subject as fully as could be expected. 

Mr. Strong moved to take up the ar- 
ticle ou the Right of Suffrage, which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Folmsbce moved to amend toc- 



Gracie’s Visit; or The- Wron 
cure a Fault. By the author of “ Doug* 
las Farm.” Illustrated with Engravings' 
lGmo. pp. 138. , Boston: Crosby & Ains- 
worth. Louisville': A. Davidson. Price 
90 Cents. 

This is a story of a little girl, who had 
been reared by an invalid mother, aud 
was so much confined to the sick room, 
that she knew but little of tho enjoy- 
ments of children who mingle with each 
other in play and study. After the death , 

of her mother, she was sent t.y her fa- . nine f 0 to clergymen and 

ther to tlie country homo of her aunt, 
who had several roumping boys and girls. 

These children thought they would cure 



religious teachers, before they can exer- 
cise tho functions of their offices, first 
to take the oath required to be taken 
by voters. 

this timid little girl of her fear of almost. Mr. Folmsbee said Le did not see why 
every thing she found in the country, this class of persons should be exempt 
and often carried their practical jokes too from taking the oath. He maintained 
far. The story is a pleasant one, 
be read with interest. 



reference to the principles of 
* and the nature of the issues 
ball never be allowed to re- 
pent or become loyal, but 
iveti ignominiously from the 
hi? execrable third section. 
<ly ours is a government of 
the people — a free government, in which 
a free people govern themselves through 
the ballot box. This sweeping act of 
disfranchisement is in violation of this 
great principle. It outrages the public 
faith of both State and nation. It is un- 
exampled in history. For these reasons 
he denounced it as execrable, as mon- 
strous, as a dire conspiracy against the 
repose of the State and the prosperity 
and well being of the people. 

Mr. Strong said his colleague (Mr. 
Drake) was mistaken as to the principle 
on which this section can be maintained. 
It is on the principle that every State 
has the inalienable right of self-protec- 
tion. It has the undoubted right to re- 
quire that those who occupy positions 
of influence should prove by their oath, 
or otherwise, that they have not been 
in sympathy with the rebels in their 
efforts to break up this Government. 

It has the right to say that rebel sym- 
pathizers should not be the instructors 
of the children of the Sta’e, either in 
the schools or the churches. While the 
business of the preachers might in one 
sense be private business, it had an im 
portaut bearing upon the interests of 
the public. They moulded public opin- 
ion, and no class of citizens had done 
more to stimulate and encourage this 
rebellion than rebel sympathizing 
preachers. 

Mr. Mack said, if the purpose of this 
amendment was to provide that a man 
i v. qr should not preach 
ii, re' rs without taking an 

oath, be was opposed to it. It was cs- 
tablishingan inquisition. If we intended 
to cut off these men from preaching and 
lecturing, he would regard it as a gag 
law, which he would not go for. 

Mr. Clover said he would prohibit 
teaching treason. But to speak on the 
hustings or preach from the pulpit was 
not treason. If members intended to 
disqualify teachers, they should then 
go to the mechanic, the merchant, the 
editors of newspapers, and brokers. 
They were as much teachers of the 
public mind as the teachers of schools 
were. There was no more reason for 
requiring a preacher to take an oath 
than any one of these classes. He would 
oath from no one who was I 



itics, but false doctrine iu regard to 
civil government. That in attempting 
to present tho Bible doctrine of tho re- 
lation which Christians as such, sustain 
to civil government, they go much fur- 
ther than did Christ and His apostles. 
He says : 

The clergy demand of the Christian 
much more than simple subjection to 
the “ higher powers.” They require 
him to uphold the civil powers active- 
ly and energetically. They require 
li m to fight tor the “powers that be.” 
In thus requiring the Christian to ren- 
der to the State this active and warlike 
service, they simply abandon the plat- 
form of the Bible, and place themselves 
on the platform of the world. They 
leave Christ ; that is, they repudiate 
his teachings, spurn his example and 
crucify his spirit ; and they follow the 
maxims, example and spirit, of the 
world that “ lieth in wickedness.” — 
Christ said, “ My kingdom is not of this 
world.” The clergy virtually contradict 
him, as much of their teaching, spirit, 
and example, implies that the Church 
and the world arc identical. Christ said, 

“ If my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight.” The 
clergy say, “ Ilia servants shall fight 
Christ said, “Put up the sword.” The 
clergy say, “ Unsheath the sword.” — 
Christ said, “ They that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword.” The cler- 
gy virtually say, that they who take the 
sword shall be immortal ; or, dying in 
battle, their deeds shall live in history, 
and their souls shall receive the high 
rewards of “Christian Patriotism.” 
Christ said, “ Blessed are the peace-ma- 
kers ; for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God.” The clergy virtually say, 
“ Ble.-sed are the war-makers ; for they 
shall be called great patriots, and they 
shall divide thespoil.” In all ages the 
pious and humane have mourned over 
the vast and useless waste, the carnage, 
the demoralization, the licentiousness, 
the cruelties, the horrors, the utter mad 
ness and tiendishness of war. The mod- 
ern clergy are for war : the clergy ap- 
prove the abitriment of the sword. They 
arouse the war spirit. They fiercely de 
nounce the enemy. They run hither and 
thither wildly, like Peter the hermit, and 
preach a crusade for the accomplishment 
of most visionary and fanatical objects. 
They cry furiously, “down with slave 
ry!” They point wildly to a phantom — ■ 
sonuhing as unreal and delusive as 
mock sun — and exclaim, “Save the life 
of the nation !” Under the influence 
of an insane ’passion, they madly and 
incoherently cry, “Let the people die 
but let the nation live!” They call for 
fighting men. They urge thoughtless 
youth to lush forth upon destruction 
They pronounce eulogies over dead he 
roes ; and they help to crown the living 
Above all others, they glorify THE MAN 
who controls the marching of death, and 
ivho, by a touch of the hand, can deluge 
the earth mith blood, and writhe a mill 
ion hearts with agony. 

After charging the clergy with being 
intensely partisan in their political 
views, he intimates that they have had 
an eye to the maiu chance : 

“ Verily, they have their reward. 
Those who have been able to lead the 
multitude in a career of fanaticism, arc 
regarded as demi-gods, and are enabled 
to live like princes; while those wh 
merely conform to the popular frenzy 
gain in character and influence, an 
lose in nothing. I do not wish unjust 
ly to impugn the motives of men. But 
I know enough to feel myself perfectly 
justified in asserting that many clergy 
men, even among the more humble aud 
honest, have had, while making a prop- 
er show of loyalty, a nice regard to 
their personal interests. Like the cun- 
ning place-man, they noted the wind 
and the current, and were careful to be 
found on the winning side. Observing 
how the “ crowd’’ ran and shouted, they 
wisely followed, and shouted too. They 
saw that crafry politicians, takin 



>, and will that the Convention ,, as the : represents- : J £ H tW who did riot . They that “ the child. 
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Tit-Bits; or How to prepare a nice dish 
at moderate Expense. By Mrs. S. G. 
Knight. 12mo pp. 124. Boston: Crosby 
& Ainsworth. Louisville: A. Davidson. 
Price 8100. 

It is not to be presumed that we can 
speak of this book upon its merits; the 
cooking business being entirely out of 
our line. But if the author speaks the 
truth in the title-page of her book, as 
also much more positively in her Intro- 
duction that a “nice dish” can be pre- 
pared at moderate expense — then are 



require the oatn irom no one wno was , g ^ craf , y olitieians> taking ad- 
not dependent upon the laws for h.s i vant ci J lIn P 8tan ees, secured much 

occupation He -advised members to fix! ec! ^ mu ch umney j they re- 

upon the 4th of July, and have all the j t , )at it ' hould n0 longe r be said, 

ren of this world are in 
wiser than the children 

called upou to protect the community J woulu j of light ;” and, accordingly, they adopt- 

from the influence of dinloyal clergy- ^ r - toi' 11 ®^ 00 a ® '. * 10 cd and pursued a course jvliich would 

men. house, which was sustained I hirty - most ccr t aiul y “ conserve” their popu- 

Mr. Drake greatly reeretted thnt this three members respon e< to t le c« ol ] ar j t _ an j their salaries. The children 
proposition was brought up here again, their names, an procee mgs un^er »e , arc { n this generation as wise 

The Convention might just as well re- . ea " werc s u ®P elK L * as the children of the world. 

quire a merchant to take an oath before ( The question before the Convention The speaker next gives an analysis of 
following his business. He repeated, that was the amendment of Mr. folmsbee, „ coun trv 

the oath had been imposed upon clergy- requiring clergymen and religious teach- 0 paper o.i > - ,, ’ 

men before solemnizing marriage, simply ors to take the oath required oi voters adopted by the last Genera pse j i 
because the laws recognized marriage as before practicing their calling. | clearly showing that it is nothing but a 

a civil contract. He thought that the Mr. Holland called lor the ayes and p 0 jjjj ca j (jocument. He then charges 
ministerial usefulness of clergymen would noes on the motion, and being taken t q, em f ana ticism. thus : 



and let us see whether these elements 
have not, at this moment, a great and 
striking development in the sentiments, 
words, and actions, of tho American 
clergy. 

Presumption is an element of fanati- 
cism. The fanatic presumes to kuow 
the mind of God. He presumes to be 
acquainted with the counsel of Heaven. 
He presumes to execute the divine pur- 
pose. The clergy, without the slightest 
ppearauce of hesitation, announce that 
slavery is the great sin which cried to 
Heaven for vengeance, and brought the 
sword upon the country. They an- 
nounce that God has iletei mined to 
destroy slavery. And they announce, 
with all the assurance of infalli bility, 
that, unless the people abandon slavery, 
God will abandon them. How have 
the clergy learned these momentous 
and wonderful things? Has a prophet 
risen in the land? Has the Almighty 
poken to some favored one by dreams 
and visions, or by Urim and Thummim ? 
Who is he ? Where is he? Is he in the 
desert? Is he hid in a secret cavern ? 

he clothed with camel’s hair? Does 
he subsist upon locusts and wild honey? 
Who has seen him? Who has heard 
him ? Or, has an angel descended from 
heaven and cried, with a loud voice, 
Woe ! woe ! woe! to the land, because 
of slavery?” Who heard the sound of 
his wings as he descended from the 
skies? Who saw the lightning of his 
countenance as he stood upon the earth? 
Who heard the thunder of his voice as 
he delivered his fearful message? There 
is no prophet or angel visitor. There is 
no message from Heaven. The fancy 
and presumption of men have supplied 
all that is claimed, and published to the 
orld, as the mind and purpose of God. 
But the clergy undertake to execute, as 
well as to know, the divine purpose. 
They sit upon the throne of judgment, 
and denounce slavery as a monstrous 
iniquity, — as accursed ofGod and doom- 
ed to extinction. In the name of God and 
Liberty, they make war upon the great 
iniquity, which fills earth and Heaven 
with a righteous indignation. They ask 
God to be in haste. — Nay, they refuse 
to await his time; they anticipate His 
purpose and His work. In their holy 
rage, and irrepressible haste, they seize 
the sword of the Almighty, or attempt 
to seize it, and go forth to cut down the 
great iniquity, and destroy it forever. 
All this is sheer presumption. May 
the Church do all that God does? If 
God executes wrath upon wicked na- 
tions, or destroys iniquity by the sword, 
may the Church do the same? If God 
uses war to effect moral reforms in the 
world, may the Church deliberately 
choose war to accomplish its legitimate 
purposes? If God uses famine to pun- 
ish the wicked, or to correot evil, may 
the Church do the same? If God uses 
pestilence to accomplish II ia purposes, 
may the Church deliberately scatter 
disease and death among the people, in 
order to punish or reform the world ? 
Let Christians speak. Let reasonable 
men answer. * * * 

Anti slavery fanaticism is malignant 
and ferocious. Many years ago, it de- 
nounced the Federal Constitution as a 
1 covenant with hell and an agreement 
with death,” because it recognized and 
protected slave property. Many years 
ago, it denounced the flag of our coun- 
try as a “flaunting lie,” because it rep- 
resented and protected Blave -holding 
States. Many years ago, men prayed 
for the dissolution of the Union, be- 
cause they supposed that the Union 
was the preservative of Slavery. Many 
years ago, men eai3, “ We wage a war 
of extermination against slave-holders.” 
What do we see now, even among the 
clergy ? We see a malignant, ferocious, 
cruel spirit. The Abolition clergy hate 
Slavery, hate slave-holders, and hate 
and abuse all men who oppose their mad 
and destructive schemes. A preacher 
said in New York, “ I thank God for the 
war.” He meant to say that the war 
would destroy Slavery. Another preach 
er said in the same place, “ I thank God 
for the Bull Run defeat.” He meant 
to say that, if tho Federal army had 
been successful iu the battle, the South 
would have submitted, and Slavery 
would have been saved. One preacher 
said, “ We want Generals and soldiers 
who delight to swim in blood.” A 
preacher, closing a sermon on the war, 
and speaking of the Secessionists, ex- 
claimed, “ Kill the devils ! kill the dev- 
ils I” Another preacher declared, “The 
devil will never have his rights, until 
he has the exquisite pleasure of roast- 
ing the leaders [of the rebellion] “ in 
hell!” An ecclesiastical body declares, 
at all cost, and at all hazards, the rebell- 
ion must be crushed.’ Another eccle- 
siastical body declares, “God has called 
us to rid the land of Slavery, and wo to 
the man who withholds his sword from 
blood!” * * * 

Indeed, the fanatic would degrade and 
dishonor rlie whole white race in order 
to effect his purpose. Nay, he would 
degrade and dishonor himself. As he 
cannot raise the negro to an eqalitywith 
himself as he now stands, he would re- 
duce himself to an equality with the 
negro. He labors long and hard to sink 
himself to the lowest depths of humani- 
ty, that the negro may seem to be ex- 
alted. He would mingle his blood with 
the blood of the African. He would 
take and wear somewhat of the dark 
hues of the African. Doubtless he cov- 
ets a portion of all other African quali- 
ties. And, yet he affects to regard the 
improvement of his race! He exults, he 



rebellion.” They tell him, and assure 
him, that “ secession" is not only re- 
bellion against the “best government 
on earth,” but rebellion against the 
“government of the universe. Assum- 
ing that the Almighty is convinced — 
that he has been persuaded to choose 
their side — that his wrath is awakened, 
the fanatics ask him to confound the 
counsels of their enemies, to waste their 
subsistence and life with fire and sword, 
to overthrow their power, to defeat and 
scatter their armies, to exterminate the 
white race, or bring it down to a state 
of everlasting humiliation and shame! 
And these ebullitions of partisanship, 
pride, arrogance, presumption and hate, 
they call prayer I They ask; and they 
anticipate a speedy response. They lis- 
ten, to hear the thunder of Almighty 
wrath. They look to see the lightnings 
of vengeance flash across the darken- 
ing sky. They look and they listen ; 
and they wonder that God does not 
open the heavens and pour his fury upon 
the South, as he once rained fire and 
brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
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be at an end whenever they had acknowl- they were : 
edged their inability to take t-ho oath in Ayes — Messrs. 



Adams, Bonham, I charge that the clergy are under the 
tho receipts found therein worth having order to solemnize marriages. He would Bunce, Childress, Davis ot Nodaway, , influence ot lanaticism. The clergy 
in this permanent form ; for it is doubt- regret to see anything put, ia the Con-. Dodson, Ellis, Esther, Evans, lolms* may regard Gits c arge as very anc 



The Dying Brother. 

One evening as he lay quietly with 
closed eyes, and appeared to sleep, his 
sister sat down by his side, thinking 
over tho past, and arming herself for 
the future. All her disappointed hopes 
conerning him lay withered before her, 
aud as she regarded them, a heavy sigh 
escaped her. 

“ Is that you, Lucy ?” asked Arthur. 

She started up and went to him. 

“ I thought you were asleep, dear,” 
said sho. 

N o, I was looking at you. I was 
thinkiug how anxious you have been, 
ever since I can remember, first, to have 
mo good ; then to seo me wise. And 
now you need not feel grieved that I 
have not had the education you meant 
I should have. For I am going to a far 
better school than even you ever asked 
for me. Christ, himself, will te9ch me. 

I shall learn of angels, and of apostles, 
and of those great and good men who 
are now saints in heaven. Aud I want 
you to know, because it will comfort you 
when I am gone, that you showed me 
the way there. You went first and 1 
followed. I did not think so very 
much of what my father and mother 
said. I thought they were old, and 
tired of life, and liked religion because 
it fell in with their matured tastes. But 
I could not think that of you. I knew, 
when you urged me to go to Christ, that 
He must be a friend for the young too.” 

' “ I wouldn’t talk any more now, dear 
Arthur," said Lucy, gently. * 

“ No ; it does me good. I want to 
hear you say that you are glad for mo 
that 1 am going away from this world. 

And, Lucy, take care of poor mother ! 
comfort her when I am gon8. And 
Hatty too ; I think a great deal of her, 
which I would tell you if I were not so 
weak. You must lead them all to Jesus. 
Mother wili help you.” 

“ I’m afraid to let you talk any more, 
dear Arthur,” said Lucy; “I love to 
hear you ; but I know it tires you. 

“ No, it docs me good. I want to say 
one thing more, because it may help to 
comfort you when I am gone. And I 
may not have another time so good as 
this.” lie rested a few minutes in si- 
lence, then said : “ I have been think- 
ing of that day we went to the top of 

Mount Prospect, in H , together. 

You know I went first, and how tired I 
was — the sun was so hot and the hillside 
so steep. While I was going up, I kept 
pitying you, who were so far behind, to 
think you had to climb all the hard, 
rough path, in the heat and ovor the 
stones. But when I got to tho top and 
sat down there, and saw the beautiful 
view, that paid for all the trouble, then 
I left off fceliDg anxious about you. I 
said to myself: ‘She’ll soon be here ; 
it isn’t far ; and she’ll forgetjher fatigue 
when she sees what I see. ” 

He paused again to rest. Lney tan- 
ned him gently, and moistened his lips. 
After a time he began again : 

“ Jnst so it seems to me, when I look 
back now from tho place I’m in. I 
should feel sorry — yes, I should be dis- 
tressed to sec you climbing up, and get- 
ting hurt in the rough places, and faint 
in the heat; but I look down, and it’s 
only a little way; you’re almost here ; 
and when y#m get here, you won’t even 
rcmeniij how you got here; you’ll have 
enough to dlWn looking at the beauti- 
ful view. You’ll think you were only a 
minute in. coming; you’ll forget how 
hard work it was toiling up. Have I ^ 
made it plain ? Do you understand ? ' 

For I am almost there ; I shan’t be abl^ 
to say much more.” lie fell back, ox; . 
hausted, upon his pillows. 

Lucy went quickly out and called her.. ? 
mother. Arthur had fainted; it wai - •• 
long before they could restore himi^- 
When at last he opened his eyes, haj,. 
smiled upon them and said : “ I thought 1 
I was almost there !” 

These were his last dying thoughts fift. 
he was never again able to conversi ; 
save in whispered sentences. Growio [a 
weaker every day, and not inclining £ 
talk, he lay quietly listening to hym< 
and Bible words; sometimes making 
single, childlike remark about goingfig 
Christ’s school ; and then relapsing 
silence again. Poor Hatty, genfle 
thoughtful now, hung over him 



terity, in view of the redeeming 
elevating power of “miscegenation !" 
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blesses himself, and congratulates pos- an( j secretly reproaching hcn*eC 

-I- it,. and bewai ] ing i, cr indiscretion; yrl^ 

laced by many a loving word and 
from the happy, dying boy. 



Another fearful charge he makes, is 
the impiety of the prayers which are 
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01 y.a.,*.,, «... At last, with a hand of his 

, i l , i * • . • i Lucv in one of his, nnd that ot llat(y 

offered up to God by those political j " ^ Ar(hur entcred fcari^, 

preachers : j j Ilt0 tbe valley of the shadow of ddati : 

Even the prayers of the clergy display ! and they who had known his life, dou^it- 
1 1 The ed not that when the sisterly grasj>;;*»v 



shocking presumption and impiety 
clergy come to God, and pour out before 
him their political dogmas, their passions, 
their prejudices, their sectional animosi- 
ty, their abolition hate. They tell God I enjoyment of eternal felicity. 



detached from his, angels came and. -fil- 
tered into their places, and guided ban 
onward to a better country, and into tee 



